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Murindwa Rutanga
PEOPLE’S ANTI-COLONIAL STRUGGLES IN KIGEZI
UNDER THE NYABINGI MOVEMENT, 1910-1930

Inits scrambie for colonies in Africa, imperialism demarcated a new district, Kigezi,
and added it to Uganda. Kigezi, which is south-western Uganda, borders Rwanda
and Zaire. It was formed by sharing the Kivu-Murera-Ndorwa region among the three

| contending imperialist powers in the area — namely England, Germany, and Belgium.
| After series of confrontations — military, verbal, and diplomatic — they finally acceded
| to its sharing and concluded it through the 1911 Anglo-German-Belgian Agreemenit.
| This district of 2045 square miles was irhabited by six distinct peoples with varying
| modes of existance. While the Bakiga, Bahororo, Banyarwanda, and Bahunde
i depended on settled agriculture and/or livestock rearing, the Banyabutumbi and
| Batwa were still hunters and gatherers.
| While the three imperialist powers were struggling amongsi themselves over this
: region, the inhabitants did not fold their arms in despair, as passive spectators. They
took initiative and for over two and half decades waged armed resistance against this
invasion, the subsequent imposition of a colonial state apparatus and a host of new
strange demands upon them. This form of reaction was partly dictated by the
invaders’ militaristic approach right from their first encounter and partly because of
being conscious that these colonial forces were an actual danger to them. Inresponse
| to this resistance, the colonial agents intensified the use of fcrce to suppress it and
‘ threaten others from jsining it or starting another one. Ta calonialism, these “savages”
] had to be defeated at whatever cost and forced to submit to colonial interests and
' demands.
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It needs to be understood from the outset how the levels of development of these
belligerent parties were at a great variance. On the one hand. the colonial forces
represented hignly developed capital interests. On the other hand, the innabitants of
this area were still in an economy which was characterized by low level of production
and organization, rudimentary tools and weapons, still pre-capitalist and pre-indus-
trial. Though some social differentiation was emerging and class formation still in its
nascent stages in some areas, there was marked absance of commadity production
and relations. There was no strong local social class and no strong state structure —
either organically developed and linked in sociaty or even imposed from anove. Nor
was there any standing armed force or any other organized iormal structure to
organize and/or defend the society from any externa! aggression.

Though these limitations acted counter to the people’s interests, the people still
advanced above them, took initiative and organized armed struggle. The insurgent
Nyabingi religion gave expression to their grievances and provided the badly-needed
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leadership, ideoiogy and courage. Resisiance took various forms — miiitant ang
passive, overt and covert etc. In the intensity of these struggles, the Nyabingi
Movement developed qualitatively in leadership, membership, recruitment, organiz-
ation, ideology, politics, training and combat, strategies and tactics. outlook eta.
Cognizant of its indestructibility, resilience, and popularity, tha colonial agents had to
change from their ultra militarist aporoach and blend it with some political strategies,
tactics and ploys before defeating it.

After a brief examinaticn of the political economy of pre-coloniai Kigezi, the study
than deals with the colonization process in the area. It examines the factors under-
lying colonialism in this area and the reasons why the inhabitants resisted it for so
long. It examines, historically and dialectically, how thay organized in tension, the
forms of recruitment, organization and mobilization, the various ideologies and
tendencies that characterized this imovement, their conception of the enemy, inter
alia. It analyzes why it was Nyabingi religion that was singled out among the
numerous religions existing then to provide the leadership, and the historical condi-
tions that gave it a leading role in society. It also examines the canditions that dictated
s transformation into A social movement and a pooular ideciogy far liberation, and
why and how it became a strong palitical force materially. The study also brings cut
reascns why such a region, whicn was at a low level of produrtion with neither armed
institution nor strong state structure couid choose and sustain militant armed struggle
against such a superior force for so iong. It then focuses on the transformation that
Nyabingi underwent over time, its outlook and functions and how it related to people’s
lives. it brings out how the Nyabingi Movement cut across the whole society. The
study further explains why given a variety of identities, many chose the identity of
religion. the forces it represented anc the extent to which it faciiiizted liberation. It
also examines the leadership that emerged. its origins, roies. forms of conscieatiza-
tion. how it articulated people’s inte-ests and rights, its capacity and limitations etc.

The study goes on 10 analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the Nyabinai
Movement, its achievements and failures, the factors which led to its defeat and the
social and political consequences of these defeats on both parties. The combination
and application of various methodologies enables this study to expose the simplistic,
erroneous, racist postulations that are premised on the assumption that social
movements in Africa were a logical consequerice of violence that was endemic and
wide-spread in all African societies — a Hobbesian situation. Dr. Carothers (1954),
alleges that in Africa, “ ... life was cheap and full of fear. Only often one's own life was
only saved by viclence”. John Roscoe (1922) is persuaded to fabricate another
falsification. To him, the peaple of Kigezi were the most unruiy he had met during ail
his journeyings, had no respect for anyone from other villages, wouid spear aown
anyone they met who was not of their locality. In his false account, they made it too
difficult to make the shortest journeys alone as one had to be fully armed even when
goingto dig and had to keep the weapons near, in anticipation cf attack any time. He
saw n2 hope in his “Hobbesian” Kigezi where even men of the same village were
easily aroused to anger against each other and would use their spears freely,
wounding or killing anyone upon the slightest provocation.

1 See PHiLLIPS” Report: June 1919.
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In examining the character, tenets and objectives of the Nyabingi Movement, this
study is able to dismiss the distorted misrepresentation of the Movement, attributing
its rise to religious fanaticism of illiterate, superstitious peasants led by religious
sentiments and fears (Philipps 1919). With concrete historical and empirical facts,
this study isalso able to expose the anti-Nyabingi Movement accusations by Christian
adherents and ideologues that it was “reactionary”, “savage”, “anti-European”, and
“anti-civilization” - virtues which colonialism purported to represent (Sebalijja. Y.,
1911; Ngorcgoza, P., 1969; Rwampigi, J. M., 1980). By examining the interests that
each of the contending forces represented and how each party responded to the
popular demands, the study is able to bring out concrete historical facts to bear out
the Nyabingi Movement from the pejorative and derogatory depictions by sections of
society thatit was useless, foolhardy, satanic and suicidal and to bring out the heroism
involved in fighting against an invincible, superior force that was technologically and
economically more advanced.

This study also explores the contributions of minorities in this movetnent: the
internal reforms that were demanded, which ones were initiated and their conse-
quences. It then illuminates the strategies and tactics that the colonial powers
employed to defeat this movement, the people’s reactions to them and the demise
of the movement. It then deals with the colonial response to the Nyabingi Movement,
the reforms that it initiated and the effects of armed struggles, vic'ence and repression
on both parties. It also shows how the movement was defeated, the methods that
were employed to undermine it and pre-empt its resurgence. The study also brings
to the open the new consciousness that emerged during and after these struggles
and the consequences of thase defeats on both parties.

Pre-colonial Kigezi

Pre-colonia! Kigezi was inhabited by different peoples, with varying modes of
production, cultures etc. While the plain lands like Kamwezi, Rujumbura and Bufum-
bira were inhabited by pastoralists and peasant agriculturalists, the southern parts
around Lake Bunyonyi and the surrounding forests were inhabited by Batwa, a roving
nationality. Members of this natiorality had no fixed homes. Their mcde of existence
was predominantly nunting, looiing, and pillaging. The rest of the regionwas inhabited
by settled peasants, who practised mixed farming.

Their production was mainly for use-values at household level. Their main tool
was the hoe. tearlv every household had its own tools of production and livestock.
The livestock were kept for clothing, bride-price, and exchange.

Despite their self-sufficiency, they were still at a low leve! of mastering their
environment. Communication was mainly by land and water. Walking and human
porterage were the modes of transportation on land while swimming and canoes ware
the mode on lakes and rivers.
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Forms of Ownership and Production

Property ownership was basically at househaid lavel. Philipps described it as,

the system by which each valley or hill is occupied solely by a salid block of people
consisting each of a different clan ... They do not admit or understand the private
ownership of land, which is held by the tribe. sub-divided into the clan, for the
benefit of the family or commurity. They consider land. as the birds, the water,
and the air, fo pe ihe aftnbutes of mother Earth to provide a sufficiency for the
direct maint2nance of all.2

Pursegiove noted thata man owned as much land as he could cultivate and defend
with the assistance of his clansmen. They applied shifting cutiivation with a usufruct
of asmuch land as the household could cultivate in a seasor, together with the fallow
land that they had cultivated in the past.? This type of agriculture preventea soil
exhaustion and degradation, soil erosion, invasion of pests, and vermins. It main-
tained soil fertility and balanced the ecosystem. As it did not encourage environmental
destruction, it ensured continuity for the peasants’ economic, military, and social
needs.

While men had control over this land, production decisions in agriculture were
made mainly by woman. The same thing applied to matters related to feeging plans.
Individuals and households owned their own property namely: shelter, livestock,
utensils, clothing and ornamants, bestiives, instruments of production, weapons,
cances, and troughs etc. However, Nyineka (male family head) was the overall
controller. When he died, his property would be divided ameng his family. This was
kncwn as okwbagana (inheriting). The eldest son would take over the economic,
political and social responsibilities of the deceased This gave him chance to get the
greatest share of the property.

The omuryango (sub-clan) had external control over land of families at lineage
level. At a higher level, the ruganda (clan) had external contrc! 2t a broader level.
Both came in times of conflict arising from violation of established property rights, or
fiom external threats inter alia.* Production was based on various factors like nature
of the job, the skills, the specialization involved and division of labour based on age,
gender, location 2tc. The 1911 Cor.imission noted that mest cultivation was done by
women and children.® In Kigezi, polygemy was a common practice. This was because
women were desired for economic reasons. They were required for production of
wealth and children. This is the basis of women being referred to as abazaana or
abairukaz! literary meaning women slaves.

The saying goes that wemen belonged to no clan. This arose from the fact that
women did not belong to the lineage in ‘which they were born. Before marriage, they

2 J.E. PHiLLIPS, 1923, “Mufumbiro, The Birunga Volcanoes of Kigezi — Rwanda — Kivu", The

Geographical Journal, Vol. LXI, No. 4.

3 J.W. PursecLove, 1951, “Resettlementin Kigezi®, Journal of African Administration, Vol. 3,

pp. 13-21. Also refer to File District Book, Department of Agriculture, Kabale District
Administration.

4 Hgf_er to epics on “Ruyooka Rwa Maganya” and “Kakwaya Xa Mishereko”.
5 Brtish Government Hepprt entitled: Uganda: Report on the Work of the British Section of
the Anglo-German-Belgian Boundary Commission, 1911, Loridon, Darling & Son, 1912,
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belonged to the father's lineage. They were important in providing labour. Though
unmarried women did not have rights to land, they enjoyed the proceeds from it.
However, the role of distribution of these proceeds lay mainly with the wives. In the
event of death of the mother or divorce, her children would retain the property
attached tothe household —in case they were old enough. The elder daughters would
take over the mother's duties in production, utilization and distribution. Women did
not own land. Land belonged to the clan, under direct control of Nyineka. However,
its products belonged to the household which worked it. The same appiied to
livestock.

Jobs which required skilled lahour were alse based on gznder and age division.
Examples of men'’s jobs included wrought-iron work, carpentry, leather tanning, and
cloth-making. Acquiring such skills required a long period of apprenticeship, dedica-
tion, and care. Other vital jobs included medicine and midwifery, prophesying,
religious leadership, and rain-making. It was this group which extracted surplus from
peasants for their services or as sacrifices or tributes.

In spite of their main role in the production of wealth, women and children were
prohibited from eating certain delicacies. These included kidney, the heart, the
sternum, the tongue etc., of animals. Men created myths, superstitions, and other
ideologies around these foods. They also put heavy penalties around this exploitative
practice to bar the women and children from challenging these privileges. Men
invoked religions, gods, and spirits to which they were the mediums to check
members of their families’ behaviour relative to all this and punish all contraveners.
Likewise, women were prohibited from eating goat meat or mutton. The ccoking and
distribution of meat was by men. Eating meat that was being roasted from a
roasting-rod was prohibited. A womar caughi eating meat which was being roasted
would be fined a live goat. If an animal died during Nyineka's absence, they preserved
the meat until his return. Nyineka's meals were sacred. We find that women. who
actually played a leading role in production of wealth ate dregs and offals. All these
rules were taught and re-emphasized. Sanctions against the: violation were clear.

These practices created and multiplied social injustice and grievances within
families and society at large. This created a basis for various family struggies, both
militant and silent, divorces and separation, poisoning etc. This became a basis for
Nyabingi religion to come in at the household leval on the side of the oppressed for
both their spiritual aspirations and social liberation.

Mode of Politics

Taking politics as the concentrated expression of the contradictions and relations
at the economic level we find that Nyineka was the main object of the struggle at
household level, in areas where classes had not formed or where they were in
nascent stages. Internal struggles within this sccial formation were mainly between
husbands and wives. youths and parents, and between co-wives etc. These struggles
revolved around land and movable property, especiaily livestock. These took place
at household level. They appearad in various ways and were resolved in different
ways like fights, abandoning the wife etc. Elders would come in to arbitrate.
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The main contradiction between daughters and fathers revolved around livestock
for dowry. Pre-marital pregnancies or loss of virginity before marriage would deprive
fathers of that wealth. Such acts were condemned vehemently as abominable and
punishable by death by throwing the culprits over cliffs. Resistance to this was in form
of the victims escaping before detection and rendering themselves into the slavery
of some wealthy men. Similarly, contradictions between mothers and daughters
revolved around this, as mothers were eéxpected to train and palice the latter. Such
pre-marital pregnancies also caused contradictions between hiisbands and wives.
This would lead to fights between husbands and wives, or husbands tormenting the
wives or sending them away, etc., ior failure to train and police the daughters.

At the househoald level were struggles between wives and mothers-in-law. In her
husband's home, the bride was expected to respect her parents-in-law and all those who
custom accorded such entitlement. The wife was expected to rear children, feed her
husband and all members in the household, remain faithful to her husband and loyal to
the new lineage and was not expected to bring witchcraft or magic to hurt people in this
lineage. '

Mothers-in-law had a big say in the management of the households and in the
distribution of resources such as land and livestock to the sons and their wives. In
fact the older a woman grew, the mare legitimacy and assertiveness she gained.
Most of them tended to be very oppressive and demanding. As a sign of respect,
daughters-in-law anc sons-in-law were outlawed from pronouncing names o.‘.:heir
mothers-in-law. This was known as kusinda. On their part, mothers-in-law were
expected ta love their daughters-in-law, counsal them. provide them with some
property to assist and facilitate them in marriage. To accomplish this required respect
and this was enshrined in their customs. Mothers-in-law were self-appointed over-
seers and informers on their daughters-in-law to their sons. They counselled the |atter
on how to tame their wives. Thus, mothers-in-law occupied an Oppressive and
exploitative position which was sanctioned by tradition.

There were contradictions between these women and some fathers-in-law aver
sexual harassment. Such fathers-in-law would argue that they wanted to see where
their cows went by requiring sexual favours from their daughters-in-law. This contra-
diction would be resolved in different ways including fights, divorces, dispute resolu-
tion by elders and by naming children allegorical names atc.

Men created ideologies, myths, and proverbs to justify and protect their exploitative
position. They initiated all brides into this relationship from ine first day. A bride was then
surrounded by family religions ¢f which Nyineka was the religious head. Obedience was
enforced through invoking gods and ancestc s, known as okuhindiza. They also ostrac-
ized sons for disobedience. This was known as okucwa. This danied the victim t-e right
toinherit property, orto enjoy anything in the family. It was also feared as men threatened
that it would bring misery, infertility, disasters, and untimsly death etc. Men justified
their dictatorship with sayings like the shoulder can never grow taller than the head:
two bulls can never stay in the same kraal; two heads can never be cooked in the
same pot. They also created and told stories about rebellious characters and how
they met disastrous ends. These stories were passed on to new generations.

Resolving such antagonistic contradictions involved fights, separation, with the
husband rejecting to eat the wife's food and/or to enter her house at all (kuzira). This
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required elders to come in and arbitrate. In case it was proved that the woman was
wrong, she was required to appease the husband by preparing special meals and
brewing alcohol before he returned to her. This was known as oxuhonga. On the
cther hand, if they found that it was the husband who was wrong, he would be asked
to return to her. Other methods of resc!ving these contradictions included naming
derogatory and allegorical names, or enmity and fights between the lineages of the
husband and the wife. Resolutions like divorces and dowry-refunding (kuzimura)
depended on the nature of the contradiction, judgement, and the attitude 3f the
affected parties. All these formed fertile ground. which Nyabingi religion exploited to
penetrate and gain popularity in this society.

Matters like justice, defence, celebrations, death, crises, marriage cases, property,
production, divorce, family social justice, murder, revenge,S individual rights, migra-
tion, going in search of food, etc., demanded areater attention than the head of the
household. This was for elders of lineages. They, like Nyineka, were never elected
by all members of the lineage.” They met together as a body to attend to different
disputes from different households within their lineages and resolvs crises. In these
councils of 2lders even minorities like women, youths, and children ware heard
although they could not participate in the hearing of th= cases and in passing
judgement. However, old women or women with skills and reputation like doctors
attended. It was through such processes that they maintained interal cohesion.

Defence was a collective responsibility of all sections of the clan. Their weapons
included spears, bows and arrows, shields, knives and sticks, alarmsand horns. They
developed complex systems of detecting the enemies and rallying the message
through a system of codes which they varied very often. This was aimed at preventing
their enemies frem deciphering them and penstrate their defence system. Coionial-
ism attributed this system of codes to be the contribution of Nyabingi. The truth is that
these codes were develcped long befare the rise of Nyabingi religion in the area.
However, these codes were incorporated into the Nyabingi movement. In these
battles they would kin the males, capture women, children, and livestock. Women
and children were converted into wives and slaves. This increased conflicte and
disunity between clans. Before any military campaign, they consulted Abagirwa
(priests or priestesses) and future tellers (abaraguzi). All people spied and partici-
pated in defending their clans.? The 1911 Commissior Report commented on these
peasants’ inilitary preparations thus:

All able-bodied men are called uncn tn fight and in such a case will wwear charms,

consisting small bucks' horrs or small pieces of wood, round their necks. Such
charms protect the wearer from death or wounds. Dances t=ke place before the

& Reler to Epics on Kakwaya Ka Mishersko; Fluyooka Rwa Maganya and the War 3ongs.
Justice of iuraer cases included revenging (kuhoora) and atonment (kukaraba) Justice
extended to all sections of their existence.

7 Op.cit. These emerged through personal exploits etc. Songs, stories, and oral literature,
Nyakeirima Ka Muzoora's great prophecies on imperialism. P. N6oRozoza, 1969, Kigezi
and its People. Nairobi, East African Literature Bureau.

8 Op.cit. During this study, our respondents informed us how women and children would
equip men with stones and in some cases use the stones themselves. They would shield
themselves with winnowing trays. In other cases, they would use their husbands’ weapons,

pestles etc.
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warriors set out for the scene of action and after their victorious return. Their arms
are two spears, used either for throwing or stabbing, and bows and arrows. All the
male prisoners are killed and the dead have their hands and feet cut off; but
women, and children who can march, are made captives ... show great courage
and do not hesitate to charge home in the face of rifl= fire.?

Religion

This area had many religious beliefs. These religions included Emandwa, Ryan-
gombe, Mugasya, Kahukeiguru, Kazooba Bitindangyezi, Esiriba and Biheeko
Nyabingi."’ Being at a low level of production with many peasants subjected to the
miercy of nature, these peasants still attributed most of what they could not under-
stand ard their problems to the supernatural factor. That is why they had so many
religions, mostly at household levei. While it looked like an ideology of liberation and
resistance, Nyabingi religion was an ideology of domination and expioitation by the
Abagirwa (priests or priestesses). They used it to extract surplus value from peasants,
and used it to threaten tilem. On the other hand, heads of housenolas wno wera the
spiritual heads and mediums of the other religions used them also for dominating
those below them. At the same time, those below them aitributed any crises/problem
to these religions and it was the heads of the concerned households to iniercede for
them. Nyabingi gradually gained dominance aver others.

Nyabingi religion depended on coercion, intimidation, curses, and threats, the
claim to inflict mysterious diseases and deaths. These were plotted and executed
secretly by the Abagirwa. However, it gained in popularity also because ofits spiritual
and temporal ideals. In most social conflicts, it was the Nyabingi reiigion which
identified with the oppressed people, preached emancipation from opprassion and
explaitation. It provided a foundation for sofdarity. courage, and action against
oppressors whenever it was possiple.’’ It extended to Rwanda. Burundi, Tanganyika.
Congo. Mperoro, and Nkore. With the advent of colonialism period. peasants did not
sit watching in desperation. From the time of invasion peasants resisted. Their
resistance took overt and covert forms. Some were miiitant. others were passive,
some took individual courses, others communal forms. However, all of them ended
in defeat by an organized, coercive force in alliance with local allies. Nyabingi religion
mobilized peasants into armed resistance for over twenty years. Despite increased
state repression, massacres, imprisonment, and deportations, Nyabingi resistances

8 The Anglo-German-Belgian Bouncary Commission Report, op.zit. Also refer to Epics on
Ruyooka.

10 From its doctrine of action, militancy, and courage, Nyabingi came to be known as Rutatiina
Mireego — one that can never fear bows and arrows. Its other names included Omukama,
Nyinekyaro meaning ruler. 1928 it took on another name: Muzeire Kasente — a parent that
accepted money.

11 Refer to PHiLipPs Report of July 31 1819. De Lacaer, Louis, 1359, Premiere Partie Le
Rwanda Ancien. Kadgayi, Imprimatur; TURYAHIKAYO-RUSYEMA, 1974, A History of Rukiga
in South Western lganda and Northern Rwanda 1500-1930. Ph.D. Thesis, University of
Michigan. P. Neorocoza, 1969, Kigezi and its People. Nairobi, East African Literature
Bureau.
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continued flaring up between 1910 and mid-1930s. Colonialism accepted that “purel
military measures have been proved useless”.

By the time of colonial invasion, Nyabingi was the strongest religion and spirituz
force. There were two major differences in this region. The first category was of area
which were highly differentiated with classes living off the surplus labour of others
These were areas where states had formed or where chiefdoms existed. Thes
included Rwanda and Bufumbira, Kayonza, Kinkizi, and Mpororo. It became easy i
such class societies for the explnitzd and oppressed subiects to accept Nyabing
religion for their emancipation purnoses as it promised. It should be noted that thi
class could not accept easily the teachings of Nyabingi due to the domirant religios
of the ruling class and actual fear of reprisal by the ruling class. To concretize this
Emandwa was the religion of the iuling class in Rwanda. Itis not by accident that th
king was the head of the Emandwa institution in Rwanda. In areas where states ha
not formed or where they were in their embryonic: stages, it was the head of th
household, who headed these institutions. As such, Nyabingi's Abagirwa had to us
intimidation, coercion and threats to convince them to accept Nyabingi. What is clea
is that in any social confiict, Nyabingi religion became the religion of the oppresse
and exploited majority.

In the rest of the region where classes were in their nascent stage of formation o
where they had not yet come into formation, the Abagirwa of Nyabingi were still abl
to identify some of privileged sections, groups, and individuals there ana the socic
grievances identified with the oppressed majority. In such societies, the dominar
lineages and family heads became the main targets. If the lineage accepted Nyabing
religion, then new targets of its struggle would be found among other lineages. It i
of interast to rote that at one time tn= Batwa used Nyabingi religion to raid peasant:
in these areas. However, the same peasants gradually adopted the same religion t
defeiid themselves against the Batwa. Here Nyabingi had begun as an ideology ©
domination and then transformed itself into an idezology of resistance. To understant
the acceptance of Nyabingi religion amidst all these competing religions require:
going beyond its intimidating and ccercive characteristics tc looking at the people’
social grievances and problems that it addressed. Without this it may be hard t
understand the core issues, since after all, peasants had the capacity to resist thi
religion as they had done others where need be. It is clear that religions have ar
element of intimidation and instil fear, and that state religions, mcre often than no
are backed by coercion.

Nyabingi was presented to its followers as having been created in the form of :
woman: a female spirit which lived under the earth tut which often appeared te
peopie, with rapid transformative powers into feminine personaiities. It was assume:
that it could transform into different forms of destitution, for example, like that of ¢
desperate, poor cid woman etc. It was interpreted that Nyabingi would do so to punisl
whoever mistreatad her or scorned her or refused to welcome her or denied her foo
and shelter. People feared that Nyabingi would punish them through diseases, failure
for a woman to get a husband, death etc. It was assumed that she would reware
those who treated her well. The moral lessons from this included discipline anc
reforms, enforced humanity, generosity and humility among the oppressed. All thes:
feminine imaginations about Nyabingi and its being created in a feminine form anc
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the dominance of selecting females into its service leads us to conclude that it was
likely to have been created by the dominated, oppressed females.

The practical character of Nyabingi religion to people’s problems and its spiritual
aspirations increased its acceptance and popularity among the oppressed sections
of society. Despite its intimidatory and coercive character more women came inta its
service. This was partly because of its Abagirwa’s ability to identify with the op-
pressed, suffering people. These in turn worked hard to spread its fame. This arose
mainly from women's resistance to male domination and oppression. Nyabingi had
developed through explaiiing the grievances of the oppressed. Its common object of
attack were the privileged groups and individuals. In so doing, men, women, and
children were drawn into its fold. This was for the benefit of their spiritual beliefs and
partly out of {ear of its powers and malice. The Abagirwa were responsible for
deferiding it theoretically and militarily. They promoted it, spread it and recruited new
membership to its fold.

The Material Base for Nyabingi’s Rise

When people fell sick, they would attribute such sickness(es) to Nyabingi or any
cther spirit. They would consult an Omugirwa, an Omufumu (traditional doctor) or
Abaraguza (future seers) on what was to be dore. These would apply their skills and
cunning to guess what the problem was and what sacrifices were required. This was
the basic method through which thesz professionals would also apgropriate the
surplus from the peasants for these services. In other words, they did not offer free
services. The clients had to say something. The same applied to tha rain makers or
rain controliers. The Abagirwa were supposed to intercede for people in times of
crises and would treat some sicknesses. it should be noted that their initiation
involved learning medicine and treatment of different diseases, how to expand
imagination in case of new, unigue crises. In the same vein, they were taught how to
create fears, curse offenders, fight and lead peopie. In defence of Nyabingi institution,
people believed that Nyabingi cured both physiological and psychological diseases
and those caused by supernatural forces. :

There were two farms of surplus extraction through tribute in form of sacrifices ic
Nyabingi. These were oxuterekyerera and okutweija. These included cattle, food,
meat and enturiire (beer made of sorghum and honey) or yourig daughters. Whoever
asked Nyabingi for a favour had to give some sacrifice or offering. Such requests
included children, husband, cattle, good harvests or healing of the sick. MNyabingi was
assumed to e the source of thirigs. Thos2 who did niot have the means weuld make
pledges to bring it. People were taught that if Nyabingi asked for something and the
concerned person failed to bring it, then Nyabingi would take it as an offence. leading
to rejection of the requests and to deaths. In other words, Nyabingi was not
necessarily for the very poor, those without the wherewithal. Its acceptance or
rejection of their sacrifices or promises would be known by the fulfilment or unfulfil-
ment of their requests. Whoever promised something would have to fulfil the promise.
In other words, requests made to Nyabingi and sacrifices were mainly in material
form and the latter was compulsory. This was the surplus value that maintained the

Nyabingi Movement, Kigezi, 1910-1930 239

Abagirwa and their source of wealth. Nyabingi gained its popularity from the interests
it appeared to project and fight for. Its Abagirwa preached resistance by the down-
trodden and articulated their interests. Peasants found this very acceptable and
considered Nyabhingi to be fearless. In fact, those in its service could notabandon the
membership in times of hardship. Instead, new leadership came up when the old one
got separated from membership. Similarly, peasanis who believed in Nyabingi con-
sulted Abagirwa for its consent before going to war. This was the ime for those in its
service to exercise their imagination and judge the situation before answering. If
peasants learnt that it had sanctioned the war, then they would go to it knowing that
Nyabingi was leading them. Its followers believed that Nyabingi would not lead them
to war if it did not sanction it. It was assumed that Nyabingi would punish them if they
fought badly and lost the war that it had sanctioned. This forced them to fight even
harder. It preached action. courage and 2ncouraged struggles against oppression
and exploitation. In these circumstances, where the enemy was an already estab-
lished institution, secrecy was a sine gua non. It was because of this that the Abagirwa
stressad the importance of secrecy and revenged on all traitors under the cover of
Nyabingi.

The question arises as to why it was Nyabingi which developed as peopis’s reiigion
amidst so many religions. In other words, the limitations of the other religions became
a fertile ground for Nyabing' and its strengths. In the absence of any organized force
to protect these people froni internal and external threats the oppressed tound a vent
in Nyabingi.

However, new developments led wecmen to the fore in some of these military
ventures. This was greatly achieved with the emergence cf colonialism in this area.
People prayed to this Nyabingi religion and dedicated their lives, relatives ard
property to its care. Colonial repression and witch-hunt forced the membership of
Nyabingi to become very secretive and changed the methods and times of worship.

Selection of young females into the ranks of Nyabingi religion was highiy sscretive,
mysterious and frightening. This process always took place at night. The sign for the
selected girl was a metallic rod or spear which would be placed between her thighs.
From that morning, it would be clearly known and spread among the peasants how
Nyabingi had selected so-and-so into its service. No one would object or contradict
this choice. Peasants would begin to respect and fear such girls. However, we need
to transcend these dealistic postulations and deceits in order to understand why this
selection was made in the dark, especially at night when peopie were asleep. This
was because the Abagirwa who carried out these secret missions of selection wanted
to hocdwink the peasants and maintain the myth and sacredness in the exercise and
institution. A breach of this practice would have undermined the process and tie
Nyabingi institution and would have forced peasants, especialiy men, to resist such
choices and the legitimacy of the Abagirwa. It was, therefore, imperative to have
people believe that these were works of supernatural forces.

In a context of continuous armed struggles by Nyabingi followers against tie
established order and privileged groups and perscns, Nyabingi religion had to preach
more vigorously for the application of instruments of violence by the oppressed. This
was a point of departure from the past where weapons were the exclusive monopoly
of men.
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It is with the coming in of the war between the colonial powers that Nyabingi
became very vibrant and reached its climax. We see at this point serious, long, and
bloody resistances emerging under the leadership of various personalities with different
historical origins, training, experience, and knowledge of struggle. Some of these were
army deserters from colonial forces and colonial chiefs. Others had returned from
deportation where they acquired a lot of knowledge about the enemy, his weapons, how
to acquire and use these weapons and his weaknesses. It was during their colonial
service or detentinns that they also created friends and allies in the enemy’s forces.

Nyabingi Movement underwent a transformation during this struggle. As struggies
intensified, some Abagirwa tcok up its personificaticn. This was mainly for political
and military purposes. The need for this transformation sprang from the contradic-
tions between the Abagirwa and some lineage heads whc opposed the war or defied
being led by women to war. The Abagirwa realized the importance of this transfor-
mation in asserting their authority over the membership. It would help them to dictate
commands and orders over the membership and maintain control over them. This
would have the effect of imposing discipline. Being a Nyabingi personificaticn allowed
them the right to deal with any individual or group with dissening views in a way that
they wished. It also had the effect of encouraging the peasant resisters into courageous
struggle as they would feel that they were led by Nyabingi's personification. It had the
effect of increasing peasants’ fears of Nyabingi. This helped to consolidate their resist-
ance, beliefs, unity and secrecy. Itc weakness was that the resisters would be blinded by
this illusion to attack this suphisticated enemy without retreat. This led to massacres.

The District Commissioner outlined in June 1919 how. Nyabingi cult had been a
foreign element throughout Rwanda, opposed to the established native religion,
revolutionary in method and anarcnic in effect;

As Nyabingi was against armed established order, its fold had to be militant for 1
self-preservation. Its Abagirwa and followers had to be militant for defence purposes.
They also had to broaden its social base among the population. This became easy
as women would meet other women so easily in the gardens and fields or as they
worked or while going to dig and in the process they would transmit information about
Nyabingi and talk about her exploits. Women were also in a better position to pass
on the teachings and infiluence of Nyabingi to the young and the dependants. All these
made Nyabingi get rooted into their lives. This explains why thera were many female
Abagiwa. who organized, led, and sustained thess anti-colonial resistances under
Nyabingi for over two and a half decades. It also explains partly why it was impossible
to defeat Nyabingi militarily despite superior arms, technolngy, and skills. In g
nutshell, Nyabingi religion tried to address sodcial, political, economic, and military
issues of the people. Thus, thase anti-colonial struggles were not a continuation of
the Hobbesian situation where “human life has no value amongst them”.'2 They were
& response 12 a social crisis and had specific objectives of self-emancipation and
preservation. Nyabingi religion gave the resistance id=ological guidance, leadershi,
ard strength. The military option under Nyaoingi was the feasible option for them
against the invading armed forces. |n this contest, Nyabingi sided with peasant
resisters who represented popuiar interests against colonialism which represented
oppressive and exploitative alien interasts.

Beirig a new and dynamic religion it developed a mechanism of providing new
leadership and theories in times of ciises tha* led to separation of leadership from
memoership. What this shows is that in a desperate situation, with no organization
or forum, minorities in many cases resort to any organized platform like religion which
allows them a plaiform for articulating their interes*s. In such circumstances. it gives

them a stage for realizing or defending their rights. It gives them some form of On the advent of the protecting powers the European element was includec.
promise. hiape, and a sense of direction. Religion, at this stage, increases in relating equally with the two other privileged classes of Watussi and Watwa. within the
10 these people’s material existence. It is only in religion that they find some solution. scope of its virulence. By means of an unusuaiy developed form of witchcratt, in
However, it should also be understood that in oppressive, harsh, and exploitative which hypnatic suggestion plays a leading par, the countiy within the sphere of
conditions, the victims still find some solace in religion. In this context, reiigion is at its operation is completely terrorized. (sic!)'

the service of the exploiters and oppressors. It is in here that one of the functions of
religion is to obscure tha existing relations between the various social groups within
that social formation.

In Nyabingi’s context, there was marked development in the role of women both
in its service and defence, right from the pre-colonial to colonial Kigezi. As society
underwent changes. there were changes that Myabingi institution also underwent.
We sze it developing very fast with the advent of coionialism. Colomialism at this time
oave Nyabingi a broader platform for mokilization and action. The leadership feii mainly
in the hands of Abagirwa. Anyone who mobilized peasar:s into armed struggles against
colonialism had to use Nyabingi. As such, the first armed struggles were characterized
by spentaneity and were short-lived. There was pocr planning of peasant forces against
well-armed, sophisticated enemy forces who were professional. By 1930 colonialism had come to understand the complex character of Nyabingi,

how it was deeply rooted in people’s lives:

He submitted that it was deeply roated in the whole region. Thus ideal means and
conditions are created for °... fomenting and organization of reballion, and (the most
serious feature of all) absolute secrecy ensured’. They had leamt that the character
of the society ‘... does not shrink from crganizing attacks in force on fortified positions
held by troops’. It had become clear to colonialism that Nyabingi is indestructible:
thus the break up of the agitation and the arrest of the practicers would not convince
anyone of e fuility of the practicers’ claims but would only point t7 the ill luck of the
chosen media and to the fact that the Nyabingi had left them to settie elsewhere. It
does however have a salutary effect in causing others to be more modest before
claiming to be possessed by Nyabingi.'

12 Assistant District Commissioner Sullivan to Provincial Commissioner Western Province ) 13 DT t‘s Rep.;'n'of June 26 1919, Uganda National Archives, Entebbe.
(P.C.W.P.) on September 30 1913. Also see P.C.W.P. ta Colonial Secretary Otober 10 ] 14 |dem
1913. ~ '
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‘Nyabingi' is a female spirit which is the god and religion of these people and

therefore the difficulty in eradicating the beliefs is extreme and will take years unti|

education gradually helps to stamp it out.'s

While colonialism was using European religions for penetration, it could not
tolerate Nyabingi religion. It, therefore, had to use all weapons and personnzl against
Nyabingi. Another important difference lay in personnel. While Abagirwa we:e from
this area and spoke local languages, colonial personnel were ditferent in colour,
language, and culture. All these helped peasants to compare the two forces. Many
of them understood the historical and social usefulness of Nyabingi. Tne first contest
therefore, had to be military. '

Events that Precipiiated Nyabingi Movement

. Asl the Bakiga say, dogs browse on crops of a person with misfortunes. Cclonial
Invasion was following a series of crises that had hit these peasants anu weakened
them. A persistent disastrous drought had caused great famine which caused untald
deaths. This was foliowed by plague and other diseases. At their heels followed
Batwa bands, who irvaded them for food and kil'ed many of the survivors. Those
who survived ana fied these crises lost their cattle, lives or wives in the process to
people where they had run to. The survivors and returnees then confronted Belgian
forces which came killing, looting, and raping. Then followed the Germans ' The
colonial report of September 6 1911 described the situation thus:

Apart from the recent change in European control which is in itself an unsetiling
factor in tiie native mind, two principle causes have continued to make the
settlement of the district ... slow and difficult ._. the severe famine which devastated
Rukiga and the adiacent countries some four years ago — Rukiga was almost
depopulated and the few remaining inhabitants fell an easy prey to marauding
_bands of Batwa, a hill tiite from the south ... The majority of the Bakiga took refuge
in the neighbouring countries of Rwanda and of the Chief Makaburri and have only
in the last two years commenced returning ... in most cases the Bakiga lost the
greater part of their stock, either from the famine, the Batwa or from the heavy toll
levied by the inhabitants of the countries they took refuge in as the price of their
temporary sojourn.'”

15‘ District Cornmissioner to Provincial Commissioner Western Province on May 29 1930.

16 We learnt from our respondents how the Germans and Belgians came massacring
peasants. The encounter batween Belgian colonialists and peasants of Bugarama and
Kitare concretizes this. The besieged peasants hid in rocks. They used ropes to lift their
cattle up the rocks. When the adversaries ctame, peasants rollzd rocks at them. When the
latter tried to shoot up at them, they hit the rock and finally left, defeated. Also refer to the
Ka}vq Case in which Belgians killed 32 peasants and looted cattle on March 21 1916. Le
Général Cqmmandaht en Chef admitted this crime on October 22 1916 and paid 170 heads
of cattle. File War With Germany: Kavu Incident. Uganda National Archives, Entebbe.

17 Kigezi Monthly Report, September 6 1911.
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Colonial Invasion and the Creation of Kigezi

The question why Africa became the target and victim of European capitalism in
the last centuries has been addressad by a lot of scholars. The reasons lie in the
desperate need for cheap permanent sources of raw materials produced by cheap
tabour for the expanding European industries, markets for the European industrial
products, places for re-investment and re-exportation, and places for resettling her
ever-increasing population. (See Mamdani 1976, 1983, Mukherjee 1984, Lenin 1986,
Rodney 1976.) As full control of any market entails political contrc:, imperialism had
to take political controi of Africa — hence the inevitability of colonialism. The explana-
tion why the three colonial powers struggled viciously amongst each other and
against peasants for Kigezi lies in the Political Officer's communication to the Colonial
Secretary in January 1910 on his scramble for territory;

I would like to remind His Majesty's Government that if our object in acquiring the
Mfumbiro District is to obtain a route for the Cape to Cairo railway, it will be
necessary to include within a strip of the Rutshuru Valley, since the hills to the S.
E. present an impassable barrier to the passage of a railway.

The Belgian Post at Rutshuru will be untenable once the Mfumbiro District comes
under us since all food supplies for iheir troops and employees is drawn from here.

But as this region was not empty and the inhabitants were not cbjects of history,
what were their reactions to this invasion and the consequent impcsition of political
control over them from outsice? How did this area come under colonial rule? While
European inissionaries were an important forward force in the colonization of Africa.
this was notthe cas= in the present Kigezi. The iirst Eurogean parties to settle in the
Kivu-Mulera ragion were Catholic Missionaiies.'® These White Fathers had pene-
trated the region. opened it up, set up mission stations and carried out their mission
of preaching. However, they were resisted in various ways. Mulera peasants mur-
dered Lcupias, the Father Superior of the French Catholic Mission on April 1 1910
and were not apprehended.2°

This new church was already sowing seeds of hatred and enmity among the
peasants. Mukasa showed that there was great hostility betwzen the Catholic
converts and the “Pagans”, that the latter hated the Catholic priests right from the
beginning and wanted to kill them. In his account, the neighbourhood was tull of

18 CooTe’s letter of 21 January 1910 1o Acting Colonial Secretary, in File on Border Demar-
cation. Uganda National Archives, Entebbe.

19 S. Mukasa, 1212, “Olugendo Olw'Abaku!u Abe Mbailala mu Kigezi ne mu Rwanda®. Munno,
Kampala, December 1912. He shows how Catholic Missionaries had set up missicn
stations, with many Catholic Priests and Brothers, and Catholic converts, very good
churches of fired bricks and tiles.

20 Letter ot The Poalitical Officer, Kivu Mission to the Acting Colonial Secratary dated April 9

1910. File No. 117/09 Uganda National Archives, Entebbe.
K.D. Report of May 3 1912 reported the capture of Chief Lukarra for the murder of the
French Father Loupias. He had been captured by the Imperial Resident of Rwanda. Chief
Birahira had been giving him sanctuary. Other resisters: Mujaruhara and Manuka were in
hiding in British territory near Mt. Muhabura. Uganda National Archives, Entebbe.
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enemies, who had killed two Catholic priests, one boy, three Catholic converts and
two pagans in one hour.®'

In the scramble for this region, the British on their arrival found the Belgians and
Germans there. Their arrival sparked off serious protests. Monsieur Davignon
protested against British encroachment on Belgian colony in Szptember 1909 .22

These peasants at Kibimba resisted forced food contributions to the British forces
under Campbell despite Coote's threats. Coote imprisoned their leadership and
forced them to contribute food. The Belgians used these atrocities against the
peasants to accuse the British.

This interimperialist struggle reached a peak when the Belgian soidiers arrested the
British forces at Rubona, and detainad them for about a month before they escaped to
Mbarara. We find that it was the peasants who had to pay the price for Biitish invasion,
Granville complained of the invasion by Congolese forces, locting peasants’ property,
killing a woman, wounding, raping and abducting some peasants.2?

The defence for British colonialism was that this area was not civilly administered
until 1912. The implication of this statement is that this area was pre-political, with a
leadership vacuum. This legitimized British invasion t0 save the situatior. It does not
take irto account the form of palitics that was in exis‘ence at that particular time. It
negates existence of the inhabitants’ history and deprives them of any form of politics.

The inter-imperialist and anti-imperiaiist rivalries intensified. While at Ihunga,
Captain Ireland had communicated tc the O.C. Uganca Prutectorate Troeps in 1909
about this rivalry, on the contradictions between Belgians and Germans. Fifteen
Belgian askaris had deserted with arms and ammunition on November 21 1909
unpursued. This continued in the subsequent period. Captain Ireland reported in
March 1910 low morale and massive desertions among Beigian troops due to heavy

_death toll. Thirty seven Belgian troops had died of dysentery since August 1909.
Twenty three troops had deserted with arms and ammunition previously.** He urged

21 Idem. Mukasa recounted how they crossed Bukamba from Rwaza with loaded quns.

22 Davignon maintained his protest against the entry of British forces under Coote in Belgian

Territory. He condermned their establishing a camp on River Kigezi, in violation of the
Clause of the General Berlin Act, which prescribed the use of mediation before arms. He
showed how the Anglo-German arrangements of July 1, 1890 and May 19 1909 did not
attribute this territory to Britain. He reiterated this in his letter to the Baron Greindl on July
12 1909.
Refer tc Communication of von Schoen *o Baron Greind! of July 3C 1909; communication
of British Foreign Office of August 17 1909: and “Agreament Respecting the Boundary
Between the North-Western Portion of German East Africa and Uganda” of May 19 1909
which in referring to the rights derived from the Agreements of November 8, 1884 anc July
1, 1890 in which Germany ceded o Britain parts of Nifurmbiro region tiiat she held and
Britair promised to mzke no further claims on Germany. Document: “Boundaries:
Uganda - Congo”; Olsen's letter to District Commissioner Kigezi of July 12 1909 entitlad
“violation de territoire par troupes anglaises™ No. 405 and Political Officer to the Acting
Colonial Secretary of September 3 1909. File No. 147/09. Uganda National Archives,
Entebbe.

23 Earl Granville to Davignon J., Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres, Bruxelles on November
8 1909 on “Boundaries: Uganda — Congo®, No. 4. 1993; and Davignon's reply on Novem-
ber 13 1908. File No. 147/09, Uganda National Archives Entenbe.

24 Report of Captain Ireland on March 3 1910, 4th K.A.R. commanding Kivu Mission. Uganda
National Archives, Entebbe.
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British colonialism to take advantage of the impending peasants’ armed resistance
against Belgian colonial force. .

The British knew how Belgians were weak militarily and discredited in these areas
by the untold atrocities. Belgian troops had lost morale due to horriole working
conditions, neglect, diseases, and death. The British Consulate in Congo communi-
cated ail these and the need for British colonial government to take advantage of the
situation as,

a conflict with British troops would be the signal for a general uprising in the Congo
amongst the natives. They would be quite unable to rely on the fidelity of their
troops ... The native troops are nothing less than savages, looking, as ?hey (.'10.
upon the British as the only hope of salvation from the state of oppressien in which
they have lived for so many years. (sic!) Should hostiiities commence the Euro-
pean population would be in imminent danger of being massacred ... Government
would be utterly powerless to resist such a rising ...2%

These mistakes created a ferfile ground for experienced British imperialism to
occupy the region using the ihetoric of liberation. Drawing from its past colonial
experience and mistakes elsewhere, it adopted curining tactics. This was in contrast
to the crude, naked brutality and exploitative practices by Beigian and German
colonialists. To this end, the Political Officer urged the British state to compensata
the peasants: "... since all the above mentioned crimes were perpetrated as a direct
resu't of our withdrawal from the country and werz intended as petty acts of revenge
on the part of the Belgian authorities ...”® He underiined the urgency to appease
peasants by compensating them ‘would nct only have & most excellent effect in the
district but would be a ratributive act calculated to clear us of the moral responsibility
which at present rests on us.”” Though these did not affect its imperialist objectives,
this approach made the British colonialists appear less dangerous than the others.
This inter-imperialist rivairy had to be resolved diplomatically or militarily. Events
seemed tc be leading to the latter option. British imperialism had delibera‘elv created
this situation. The question is why they did not resort to military option. As reported
in 1941, ‘The 1911 boundary dispute with Belgians had been likely to lead to local
fighting, led to the International Commission with Belgium, Germany to mark out the
frontier.®® The Boundary Agreement of Ma, 19 1309 was nullified, a new team was
constituted to demarcate a new international toundary, which would accommodate
the new changes. Britain and Belgiur concluded yet another agreement in I_3russejs
on May 14 1910.2% Another Agreement was concluded on August 26 1910 in Berlin

25 The British Consulate in Congo on Hlovember 22 1909 raportea the discontent of Balgian
askaris which led to an abortive plot.

26 Cag. Ireland at Ihunga to the Officer Commanding Troops, Uganda Pro!ec:orate, on
November 26 1909. Alsc see The Anglo-German Agreements of July 1, 1890 and of May
19 1909. File Boundaries: Uganda — Congo.

27 Political Officer, Kigezi, to Ag. Colonial Secretary on September 3 1909.

2B Articie: "Notes On Kigezi District” File Historical and Political Notes (West), 1941. Uganda
National Archives, Entebbe. ) o

29 Refer to "Uganda Congo Boundary Agreement. Convention Between Selgium and Brl_taln
of May 14 1910 signed in Brussels. File Boundaries: Uganda — Congo. Uganda Naticnal
Archives, Entebbe.
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between Britain and Germany. These culminated into the Anglo-German-Belgian
Boundary Commission of 1911.%°

Establishment of British Colonial Rule

.There was no broad, visible and organized political structure in the area, which
British coloniaiism could manipulaie to introduce, promote, and protect British in-
terestla thzfough its demagogy of protectionism called “Indirect Ruie”. As such, it was
forced to iimport wholesaie a state apparatus and a train of administrators, soldiers
and traders from Britain, Buganda, Ankole, Tanganyika, and India to man it. Domin-‘
ance of agents from Buganda in the administration led to the establishment of a hybrid
_forrr. of Kiganda-British admiristration, articulating British interests. The key sensitive
JOb‘S were combined and contralled by British personnel. This was due to lack of
trained manpower, fear of administrative coste and mistrust of the colonized. To
concretize this, the Acting Crown Advocate notified the Political Officer on July 7 1911
thai as the latter had peen appointed Assistant District Commissioner Kigezi fromn
November 1 1910 ‘by a notice under the subordinate Courts Ordinance, 1902, dated
June 4 1909, you have been Appointed a magistrate of the second class to exercise
your powers within the local area coterminous with the administrative District to which
you may be from time to time appointed.”®' A situation was created where duties of
conviction were fused with those of prosecution and execution under same officers.
This complicated the question of impartiality, justice, and mercy in the colonial system
as will be seen later.

British colonialism used agents mainly from Buganda to invade, conquer, reor-
ganize, and administer this region. Buganda region had reached a higher leve! of
state formation with a compiex administrative system. Baganda had accepted to
Co-operate with British colonialism. This was in harmony with colonial intefests to
preserve resources. As an old imperial power — in both America and Asia — Britain
was not blind to the pros and cons of using agents. It had gained rich experience in
I_ndla to draw from. Although it did not commit all this on paper, it is clear that at that
time the choice of alien agents was the appropriate choice. In addition to being of tne
same colour with the peasants in the region, Luganda language was nearer to the
qual ones and sc was culture. This made it easy for them to communicate the
coionialists’ wishes to these people. Baganda agents would be used to implement

30 File Boundaries: Uganda - Congo. “Instructions for the Fixed German-British-Boundary
Commission”, Agreed to in Berlin on August 26 1910.
Alsosee K{gezi Monthly Reports of April 30 1911 and June 91911 on the Border Settlament
and the signing between the British and the Belgians. Also “Anglo-German-Belgian
Boundary Commission. Anglo-German Boundary Sabinio to S.W. Source of Chizinga" —
“The Pr9tqcol in English” signed on October 30 1911 and “Anglo-German Boundary,
Protocal” signed on November 11 1311, Kigezi Monthly Report of January 30 1912. D.C.
Mbarara dated January 9 1912 on “German - Boundary: New Territory, Ceremonial
Trapslers". File 3226 Part Il show how the Kigezi Border was demarcated.
Acting VCrawn Advocate to the Political Officer, Kigezi, on July 7 1911. File Kigezi: Fighting
by Natives “Sentences Passed on Natives of Makuburri Country.” National Archives.
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unpopular, anti-people colonial policies. This would help to hide the real enemy. The
oppressed would see the Baganda agents, not British colonialism as the enemy. 3

It depended on these agents for local administration judging local cases, which
led them to dominate the political, economic, and social life of the peasants. The first
people to resist them were peasants under Makobore. Colonialism saw these
resisters as ‘a mere curb on the advancement and progress of the district’. Colonial-
ism resorted to its ploy of sympathizing with one section of the peasants. It was
isolating the other section so as to lay ground for attack. It, therefore. tock a supposedly
pro-peasants’ stance: The peasants in this district appear to be greatly oppressed by the
Bahima'’. It is no wonder, therefore, that the Assistant District Commissioner, Mbarara,
led 30 police and crushed this resistance the following year.®

One of the administrative solutions of 1913 was to divide the thickly populated
area into Sazas and Gombololas with Baganda agents in charge and sub-Gombo-
lolas with Bakiga in charge. It would divide the people and also train local people into
manning the system. To colonialism, the crisis was that these people were ...
addicted to excassive beer drinking and while under its influence, ... ware very liable
to be quarrelsome and use their spears instead cf their fists’. It was confronted with
Makobore whom it described as ‘the most shifty and unreliable chief in Kigezi
because of his outright resistance to colonialism.
As such, British colonialism depended on the skills, loyalty and initiative of Baganda
agents. However, this led to abusz of office. The colanizl state was forced to step in:

The powers of the agents have been defined and restricted, and only one case of
anything in the shape of persistent extortion has been broughtto my notice as this
was met by instant dismissal, there is an unlikelihood of any recrudescence.™

The colonial state had acknowledged the role of Baganda agents in the colony the
previous year in the following way:

The undoubted administrative gifts of the Baganda have been utilized iri these
districts by their empioyment as Government agents to educate and supervise the
local chiefs, a system which is open to obvious objections but which in its ultimate
results has been incontrovertibly successful. This method of administration is ...
only tolerable under the closest supervision by District Officers.

However. when the contradictions between the colonized and colonialism became
antagonistic, the British colnnialists came in as arbiters between the colonized and
Baganda agents, laid the blame on Baganda agents and replaced them un-
ceremoniously with local agents. The latter had learmed from Baganda agents how

32 Ceptair Brooks in his report: Mahag: Military Garrison, February 1812 drew lessons from
the military recruitment of Belgian troops from all sorts of tribes as the best method of
obtaining efficiency and avoiding resistance. However, this was no sure guarantee against
mutinies and desertions as already seen although it had the effect of minimizing them.

33 Western Province, Administration Reports 191:3-14 and 1314-15. The Western Province
Administration Reports 1915-186. reported female-witch dcctors had re-opened operations
which were purely anti-European, were dealt with promptly and firmly militarily.

34 Kigezi District Administrative Report. 1913-14; National Archives.

35 Uganda Protectorate Annual Report 1912-13 noted how Kigezi had been ceded to the
British under the Anglo-Belgian-German Boundary Convention of 1910.
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to man this state machinery. On their part, Baganda agents had been under the
illusion that they were expanding Kiganda political system and culture. This was
subsequently shattered by the colonialists in response to armed struggles in the
region. Others like Sebalijja also believed that they were spreading the new word of
God to the pagans.®

Background to Military Option

Being siiil stateless, peasants had developed a complex deferce system and codes.
This was necessary for their defence against their surrounding enemies who included
other clans, the organized Batwa bands, and states like Rwanda and Mpororo.

In his report of March 1912, Captain Reid had identified two military problems of
this area. One was of peasant uprising and the other was of European hostilities. He
argued thatin dealing with the native problem:, the population was “practically entirely
pagan and would therefore be unmoved by any wave of religious feeling which might
affect Baganda or Ankole”. He showed the obiective weakness of these peasants as
lack of unity between Makobore's land, Rukiga, and British Rwanda which formed
“three entirely separate and distinct districts 2nd it is difficult to conceive any cause
which could unite the three”. Furthermore, they were unwariike, with no military
organization. In Reid's account. the only anti-European tendencies had been due to
the preaching of local witch-doctors and witches who practise the Nyabingi cult. To
him, prompt police measures would suffice tn rip these in the bud. He devised two
major strategies in case of any insurgency. The first was to localize the disturbance
and if it was necessary to employ local levies, to use Makobore’s people against the
Bakiga, the Bakiga against the Banvaruanda and so on. The second one was 10 seize
all cattle and stock.?”

Resistance was imminent right from the start. Thus, the District Report of February
1911 stressed the need for a strong military force to suppress peasant resisters who
i.ad made their country unsafe for unarmed persons.® It was already clear to
colonialism that

Military operations in this district would be extremely difficult owing to the nature
of the country and the natives could lay ambushes and escape to the hills where
pursuit is useless. The seizure of the cattle and the occupation of the cultivated
valleys would probably bring any particular clan to reason. Night operations,
though attended by great difficulties, would be the only means of attaining the
capture of any considerable body, as during the dav time sentries are posted on
all the hills and outflanking movements are doomed to failure.?

This became the modus operandi of colonialism thraughout the struggles that
followed.*® The initial causes of this resistance revolved around this occupation by

36 Yoana SeBALIIJA, 1911, "Olutalo Olwari Mu Lukiga e Rwanda”. Munno, December 1911
Kampala. ‘

37 Captain Reid’'s Report of March 14 1912,

38 Kigezi Monthly Report of February 4 1911

39 Op.cit.

40 Op.cit. One of the first cases in which they implemented this plan was with Lwantali and
Bukola's cattle. The Political Officer led surprise attacks at dawn on two successive days;
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this foreign force, its territorial claims, demarcating and fixing of borders in their
region. This was worsened by its militaristic approach, and atrocities which included
massacres, looting and property destruction, imprisonment, forced contributions of
food, labour etc. As the imperialist powers were busy struggling amongst themselves
for this land, the peasants mobilized under the Nyabingi Movement and waged armed
resistance for over two and half decades. Despite their antagonistic inter-imperialist
contradictions, the three imperial powers were forced to co-operate over this anti-im-
perialist Nyabingi Movement.

Course of Nyabingi Movement up to World War |

At the time of colonial invasion, a Nyaningi Mugirwa had organized peasants into
resistance and overthrown Chief Ruhayana of Kinkizi. Interestingly, it was in this
Ruhayana that colonialism saw an ally. It took advantage of this situation and
reinstated him.

The Chief Nduraiana is very old and infirm. | found a section of his people in revolt
against his authorily under the leadership of a local witch doctor, whom | arrested.
These witch doctors are rather a feature of Rukiga and the neighbouring countries.
Their influence is great and the mischief they cause considerable, as the doctrine
they preach is entirely subversive of all authority whether local or European.

At the same time, chief Muginga in the neighbouring Kayonza, refused persistently
to subordinate his authority and peoples to British colonial government. instead, he
organized them into resistance. Being a danger to culonialism, Captain Reid deposed
him and replaced him with his collaborating brother, Duybumba.*' However, Sullivan
reinstated him after the C.S. had warned against it as ‘... not desirable to interfere
with the native regime until we are firmiy established in this country’.*?

Muginga did not conform to collaboration as colonialism had wanted. McDougall
accused Muginga that he had persistently refused to heed Captain Reid’s summons.
Instead, he had mobilized the majority of peasants into resistance, and they fled
Kayonza villages when Captain Reid went thare in August 1911. ke l2d a peasant
force to Izomba at the beginning of the war, 1914. He stayed there till his arrest in
February 1917. Accusations against him included banding with Ndochibiri against
colonialism, irresponsibility, consorting with the enemy and fighting against the
British. He was also accused of possessing the charismatic characteristics of

‘In both cases the natives endeavourea to drive the siock intc the main Rukiga swamp on
the edge of whicn the kraals were situated ... some spears were thrown and it was
necessary to fire a few rounds before natives retired ... the swamp was entered and the
cattle and goats collected ...".

41 Kigezi District Report of September 6 1911.

42 Acting Colonial Secretary to Political Officer on October 2 1911 promised that “the new
Ordinance on the subject of witch craft will have to be erforced (when finally approved) as
soon as the country is added to the Protectorate”. His memo of October 3 1811 and letter
of October 6 1911 of Colonial Secretary ordered the Political Officer to transfer Muginga
to Mbarara or Masaka pending the Secretary of State's approval of this Ordinance, “a witch
doctor should be temporarily transferred to another place”.
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exercising considerable influence in the District and fuelling resistance even while he
was away. It was in the interest of peace and good government that he was deported
to Bunyoro where he could have no intercourse with any of the other natives, who
had from time to time been deported from Kigezi.*3

Muginga's deportation order to Bunyoro, in accordance with “The Uganda Deport-
ation Ordinance, 1906", spelled out that this was aimed to prevent continuance of his
misconduct and intrigue against the British rule.#* The Governor informed the
Secretary of State for Calenies that:

Muginga displayed an antagonistic attitude to the Government on the advent of
British Administration to his Districtin 1911, and that the subsequent rectitution of
his chieftainship failed to affect his disloyai tendercies on the outbreak of the
present war ... the unsettled condition of the Kigezi District renders it imnerative
to remove all suspicious influences, and, although no proof exists as to Muginga's
actual complicity in the recent disturbances, his continued presence undoubtedly
would be a source of danger to the peace and good order of the area in question. 45

To break him further and consolidate his alienation from his people which also
emphasized the !esson that he had to conform when he went back to jiis land. he
was detained internally in Mparo after his term of deportation.

The name of Ndungusi gives an interesting .eadership in this movement. There
were various Nyabingi insurgencies, whose leadership claimed to be Ndungusi, son
of Rwabugiri (King of Rwanda) and his wife, Muhumuza. Such leadership made such
claim to this name because of the social, palitical, military, religious, and organiza-
tional capacity of both his mother Muhumuza and Ndungusi himself. The history of
Ndungusi and his mother becomes relevant to this study as soon as they are forced
to flee Rwanda due to power struggle. Ndungusi failed to replace his father as King
of Rwanda. It was during this anti-colonial Nyabingi Movement that Ndungusi became
a Nyabingi Omugirwa, like his mother. He learnt the tricks and importance of
personification of Nyabingi. He deveioped military and leadership skills from other
Abagirwa and lineage leaders in the struggle. He participated in the battie at Ihanga
in 1911, managed to escape capture and death. He then retreated into the peasantry,
where he began mobilizing them into further armed resistance. From then onwards,
various perscnalities made claims to this name for political purposes, to gain
legitimacy ana acceptance among the peasants.

We find one of the claimants to this persenality joining forces with Katuregye, being
killed in the forest.*® Another one, a Ndungusi, was caught mobilizing peasants into

43 District Commissioner to Proviricial Commissioner Western Province on Anni 9 1917. Aiso
sce Commenis of P.C.W.P. cn Muginiga on Aoril 18 1917. See Afficavits of June 8 1917 and
of June 8 i817. File Natives Affairs. Muginga: Deportaticn of Uganda National Archives,
Entebbe.

44 Muginga’'s Deportation Order of June 29 1917 signed by the Ag Governor. File Native
Affairs. Muginga: Deportation of.

45 The Governor's Communication on July 10 1917 to the Secretary of State on Muginga's
Deportation. Also see the Attorney General's letter to Ag C.S. of July 28 1917 and the
Governor's Communication 517 Minute 1 of August 2 1917.

Kigezi District Annual Report 1922 reported Mugirga's return from exile at Masindi. Kigezi
District Annual Report ... 1923 noted that Muginga had taken over Kayonza Gombolola.
46 Kigezi District Report of May 3 1913 noted that the Impérial Résident of Rwanda had been
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resistance in 1913 and deported to Jinja where he finally died in 1918. Ancther
claimant to this name organized the broad-based regional resistance of 1928. He
escaped capture and disappeared among the peasantry. Yet another claimant was
to be capwured mobilizing peasants into resistance and collecting tributes in 1930. He
was convicted and imprisoned. There were other young men who made similar claims
to this name. Ndungusi had become charismatic, an inspiration to resistance.
Gradually, the name Ndungusi declined and was rescinded into legend.

Baiwa Resistance

The Batwa nationality lived in forests stretching to Zaire in the west and Rwanda
i the south. Their mode of existence was principally huntina and gathering which
they supplemented by primitive plunder of wealth characterized by massacres, arson,
property destruction, and looting. They constituted a military and political threatto the
local peasants. It is no wonder tnerefore, that the Abagirwa mobilized peasants
against this nationality

... of a treacherous and thieving disposition, and at certain times of the year band
together for the purpose of raiding their more peaceful neighbours ... peasants
near Mabaremere and other parts, lived in the most lively dread of the Batwa who
always attacked by night, killed all their people and stole their food.*”

The Batwa could not accumulate wealth through this process of hunting anc
gathering, leading a nomadic iife. They were not engaged in settled production of
eith=r animal or crop husbandry They could not accumulaie and cencentrate the
looted property to make it reproduce itself. Neither did they engage tnis wealth in
rroduction for it to reproduce itself. As there was no form of azcumulation of wealth,
no classes existed among them. This made them very vulnerable. Coloniaiism
capitalized on these weaknesses to isolate and defeat them politically and militarity.
We learnt from our informers that in their primitive plunder, Batwa would burn
whatever remained after acquiring whatever they wanted. They killed all livestock as
they could not look after them. Our informers argued that the Batwa were so wasteful
because they did not participate in the production of that wealth.

The 1911 Border Commission presented the Batwa as a race of fierce, savage,
and undersized people, looked upon with suspicion and disliked by the other natives,
whose land ihey constantly raided, always independent and truculent, acknowledging
none but their own chiefs.*® Contrary to this colorial view, it has to be understood that
the Batwa were aiso inhavitants of this area, regardless of the sentiments oi other
nationalitizs. After all, there were contradictions at different levels in other nationalities,
too.

engaged in operations against Ndungusi and Bassebya, that Ndungusi had been kilied
and that Bassebya had escaped across Lake Bunyonyi. More information was given by
our respondents including Rukara and Byandageire. )

47 Op.cit. Jack exaggerated that they were “cannibals”. Itis Colin TURNBULL, op.cit., who gives
another picture of the bigger section of the Pygmies in the Ituri Forest, their mode of
production, organization, character, bravery, and skillfulness.

48 Op.cit.
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. Because of their military expertise, skills, and lack of a settled mode of production
it became easy for them to hire themselves out to fight for organized states and
peoples, nationalities, and classes like Rwanda. Colonialism anticipated that they
were not likely to give any trouble but that if it was found necessary to deal with them
then native levies could be raised without difficulty to assist in driving them from thei}
bamboo forests.*® One of the colonial tactics was to exploit pre-colonial conflicts
betyvee._“_l the local peoples. In the case of the Batwa. the plan was ic ally with cther
na.lt.sonanties against them. Though they were still dependent on nature, they were
militarily superior to ihe rest of the inhabitants. They were more organized into a
military force, under militant chiefs, more advanced in weaponry etc.®” It was because
of this level of organization that they could invade, terrorize, loot, and pillage the
popu:gug peasantry who were disunited, politically disorganized, and militarily weak:
Colonialism had to deal with them immediately.>' However, the Batwa soon realized
the dang_ers_of this new enemy and started attacking it and its allies, disrupted its
communication system, etc.

The three colonial powers combined forces, intelligence and military information
to fight them. They found it easy to mobilize peasants against Batwa, due to past
hatrgd between them. So, while wars were raging on Lake Bunyonyi by the British
aggmst Katulegye, the Germans and Belgians were also fighting against the same
nationality in their colonies. The question arises as to why their resistance was
defe;ted. While colonial powers ware ready to smash any local resistance, the Batwa
received no sympathies, material or rilitary assistance or alliances from the peasants
in the neighbourhood due to their past history. Worse still, they had no continuous
food supply. At the same time, the area where they could go to for sugplies had come
~ under different colonial pawers. As a result, they facad shortages without replenish-
ments.5?

The Batwa resistance under chief Katulegye gave colonialism and its local allies
cons?derable trouble. His forces attacked and killed ‘friendiy natives on two occasions’
and interrupted communicaticns by seizing the cances on Lake Bunyonyi. They
attacked and fired at runners, messengers and natives sent to fetch wood for the
troops. British colonialism sent a strong force to dislodge and defeat them.53

Bassebia, Chief of Batwa combined forces with Ndungusi, and led a cross-section
of peasants against the German colonialists in Rwanda in 1912. While Ndungusi was
reporiedly killed, Bassebia escapsd to Rwanda. He was caught, arrestevd, pros-
ecuted, convicted by the German Court Martial and executed on the same day.

gg gp.c?t. A lot of vaiuable information acout the Baiwa was provided by our respcndents.
p.cCit.

51 Interview with Karamagi, Mucoori. Ndyabura inter alia. They described the massacres and
pluriders by the B§Ma and how people fled in terror.

52 Our respcndents informed this study on this alliance and the consequences. Byandagaire
etal. fhflnwed how Rukara and Muramira led collaborators with Europeans against Katule-
gye et al.

53 Eetpc:jr; of May 3 1912 and communication af May 4 19i2. Uganda National Archives

ntebbe. '
A force led by Lieuts Turpin, Moore, Sullivan, Wagstaff and Major Lawrence had failed to
Ssl;lea! and dislodge them. This was because of their knowledge of the terrain and military
ills.
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| succeeded on May 13 1912 to arrest the Batwa chief, Bassebia. Bassebia was
condemned to death by the military tribunal on 15 May and the sentence was
executed on that very day. Bassehia's raid on English territory has thus been
avenged.5*

These anti-colonial struggles by the Batwa were nationalistic. They were attacking
colonialism and its collaborators. However. they got dispersed through these defeats
and death of their leadership. 5° The fault with colonial reports is that they attributed
these raids to have been influenced by the Germans. That view presents these

resisters as being prompted from without.®

Nyabingi Movement and the 1914 War

We witness a great advancement in the anti-colonial struggle with the advent of
the year 1914. The peasant resisters in the three colonies amalgamated their
grievances and articulated them tegether. They organized peasants around these
issues. This enabled them to reach deep inside the three colonies in terms of
mobilization, recruitment and struggle. It was this guerrilla force that took maximum
advantage of the defeat of Imperial Germany and the colonial borders. The ideclogy
of the movement was still around this colonial occupation, colonial borders. land for
the state and the in-coming missions, forced labour and contributions, the imposition
of alien administration and administrators, laws, cultures, ana new religions. Celoni-
alism had also marginalized local chiefs like Nyindo and Muginga, deprived ihem of
the opportunity to extract surplus labour from their cubjects as prior to colonialism.
\What wcrsened the situation were the new impositions of other colonial demanas
onto the peasants to support the war. Sebalijja and Abdulla were instrumental in
resource mohilization. The world war had forced the colonial state to intensify its
methods of extracting resourcas from peasants. This nad forced it to increase labour
demands, food and livestock to feed the troops. The Assistant District Commissioner
had underlined that the colonial state needed 12,000 goats and sheep to feed the
troops in this district a year.>”

54 The Impérial Résident, Kigali on May 22 1912: “Betr. Einfall Bassebia's in Sid-Rukiga”,
No. 1/433 replying to The Political officer’s leiter of May 21 1912, No. 48/12 on a joint
military co-operation against Batwa. This swdy acknow.edges Dr. Muranga’s assistance
in translating these documents from German into English.

55 ldem.

56 Kigezi District Annual Peport 1915-1916 and Kigezi District Annual Report 1916-17.

Katulegye was reported to have died of wounds sustained in a fight with colonial forces
under Abdulla.
Report of Lieut. Kigezi of October 11 1215 to ine Political Officer No. Pol. 3/15 on “Fighting
Among German Natives" advanced the need to take advantage of local contradictions;
‘With regard to our people, there are certain clans such as Musakamba at Kigezi who are
hitterly opposed to Bukamba of Mulera, and reprisals for recent raids would cause no
surprise ... the Batwa and the unruly natives to the South of Lake Bunyonyi be punished
for their raid on British territory in November last, as soon as the opportunity presents itself.
Mugengi Katulegye's brother G.E.A. ... wants bringing to his senses in a prompt and
effective manner.’

57 Op.cit.
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The latest imposition for resource extraction was taxation. The Provincial Com-
misioner had warned in 1913 against abrupt taxation in cash until the natives had
some means of earning money which they still lacked. He warned how ‘premature
taxation without opportunities for earning the wherewithal to pay it would cause
discontent and rmight result in migration ta the Congo or G.E.A."S8

However. colonialism was forced to introduce it due to pressure for resources to
meet the administration costs of the district, support the British economy in the war
and meet other expenses. This increased neasants: discontent. The state used chiefs
to collect it and gave them tax rebates. In the process, some moiey paid for tax got
embezzied.

Other issues revolved around the new religions and their demands and the
privileges that colonialism was according them. Yet, these privileges were based on
exploiting peasarits property and religious persecution of Nyabingi by the coloniz|
state. Worse still, a new contradiction emerged between peasants and colonial
personnel over promiscuity. This arose partly from the fact that those in coioniai
service did not bring their wives with them, while others were still bachelurs. Colchial
service had subjected all of them to a bachelor life. This led to new developments.
They began chasing after women and girls among the peasantry. Yet, this was an
area where virginity was expected to be preserved until marriage. As such, this new
development led to adverse consequences. Girls became pregnant and ran away,
others got harassed by memhers of society for fraternizing with colonial personnel.
All these were forced to flee to Kabale Station. A new institution of prostitution began
to emerge around acdministration centres. This was reinfoiced by other women from
other areas who came not in search of men but to wark far moiney. Even colonial
persaonnal used their state pusitions to farce some women into carnal affairs with
them. All this was detested vehemently by peasants. Worse still. this new deveiop-
ment introduced and helped in the spread of venereal diseases not only among
prostitutes and government personnel but aiso among the peasants. This led tE)
acverse results in the area.

The persistent armed resistance of peasants in Kvogo in Kamwezi and its environs
to British colonialism evidenced peasants’ determination to regain their lost inde-
pendence. Their resistance began with colonial invasion. This led to the bloody war
of March 1915. As early as January 1914, the Provincial Commissioner reported that
some Bakiga in Kyogo had indulged in some outbreak with spears. He was optimistic
that ‘as scon as the rains commence, thase people will devote themselves to
cultivation instead of beer drinking and fighting’.>® Not long after, the Assistant District
Commissioner accused thern of ammed resistance. They nad murdered a government
agent in December, who had gone tc ask them to supply their queta of farced labour.
They attacked and ctiased away messengers between the A.D.C. and the agent
nersistently, denied passage to anyone in colonial service regardiess of colour or origin.

This was a time when Nyindo, Semana et a!. mobilized peasants into resistance
in the south-western part of the district. It should be recalled that Nyindo was chief of
Bufumbira by the time of colonial invasion. Bufumbira was highly differentiated.
Chiefs extracted surplus through tributes, presents and other contributions. Coloni-

58 Western Province, Annual Report 1913/14.
59 Western Province, Monthly Report of January 1914
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alism feared that he could raise five thousand spearmen in the field on short notice.
Colonialism took careful steps not to confront him directly. There is evidence showing
that Nyindo was related to Musinga, King of Rwanda, and that it was Musinga who
had appointed him chief. Despite all the precautions by tne colonial state not to draw
Nyindo into armed struggles, Nyindo saw the dangers of colonialism and began to
organize people into resistance. By then, it had transformed him and other chiefs like
Makobore into nominal figure heads. His first move against colonialism was in
1912/13. This was wiien he led a group of peasants to Rwanda, kidnapped Kale-
marima, a Church Missionary Society (CMS) teacher, and killed him. The colonial
State arrasted them and convicted them.® Some of this fine was given to the widow,
some was paid to eleven smail chiefs, who ‘rendered valuable assistance but who
nad not been rewarded for their assistance in dealings with the natives'. The restwas
sold and credited to the state.

These resisters allied with the Germans to take advantage of the inter-imperialist
contradictions. They aimed at using them to drive out the British and then break loose
from the Germans. I this arrangement, the Germans wanted to use in theirinter-im-
perialist contradictions to defeat both the British and the Belgians and then occupy
that area as the new colonial power. This was a situation of maneuverability. What
is evident is that these peasants neither wanted the presence of any oi these colonial
powers, nor tneir new ruie.5' The reasons for this resistance go beyond the colonial
view that it aimed to reinstate Nyindo.

With the beginning of the First World War in 1914 some peasants crossed with
their cattle to Belgian territory and others under Nyindo crossed to German East Africa
(GEA). They then began raiding loyal peasants.?

What is evident in these struggles is that the allies of colonialism were the
immediate targets as they were the nearest as the real enemy was distant and
sometimes not clear. These allies were poised as an obstacle. which had to be
removed first before resistance could reach the principal enemy. Colonialism retali-
ated viciously. It arrested some of them and coniiscated their cattle. Kilongole, Kalafa.
Mutago and Biunyira were sentenced to one year in Kampala gaol with a fine of cattle
and goats. Taking them to Kampala aimed at widening their narrow outlook: ‘Besides
the possibilities of escape from Kabale gaol, detention here would not make them
realise that Kigezi is not the only district under British rule.’s2 He explained how their
short-term imprisonment was determined by their low level of consciousness, organ-
ization, and mobilization, ‘These men are ignorant and superstitious semi-savages
and not on the same plane as intelligent chiefs such as Nyindo.'5

60 File Murder of a Native Captured in German Territory. See P.C.W.P's to C.S. of March 25
1913 cn“fires imposed”. Nyindo was fined fifty heads of cattle, Minyana anc Badutwarumu
wera charged twenty five heads or cattle each ana Siteraboga was fined five head of cattle.
Western Provirice Annual Report 1912/13 commended it “This | believe has had a gooa
effect, and is expected to result in applications for redress being made to the District Officer,
instead of reprisals, when an offence has been committed.”

61 Idem.

62 Western Province, Monthly Report of August 1914.

63 Assistant District Commissoner's letter of April 19 1917 to Provincial Commissioner
Western Province. These four resisters lived at Namakumba. | argued that Ndochibiri had
just been residing there. Refer to Map 3.

64 Idem.
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We find that when Nyindo finally surrendered, his property was confiscated as
punishment for resistance. He was accused of fanning anarchy, attempting to murder
the civil officer in charge of the District, inciting people to murder Agent Abdulla while
collecting porters at Mizerero's in 1914 and on many other occasions, burning the
agent’s house at Kisaro, mobilizing peasants to loot the Indians’ shops and to attack
the Boer family. He was also accused of constantly attacking the civil officers and
their escorts between Kumba and Rutchuru. mobilizing other Batusi gangs into resistance
operations on the Congo border and looting the pos: of Goma, inciting his forces to attack,
kill and rob many loyal peasants and chiefs who rafusad to join him, killing a missionary
teacher, allying with Germar.s and participating in the German attack of Chahafi of
January 11915 with Ndochibiri. Other charges included aiding Chief Katulegye in raiding
and leoting loyal natives, instigating numerous petty raids at various times and places,
rioting, encouraging and commanding peasant resisters to kil Europeans.5

He was convicted and deported to Masindi. To silence the membership under
idyindo, colonialism replaced him with his child as their chief. ‘The son is a small boy
of about 6 or perhaps 7 years of age, who can do no harm for some time to come.’®
Colonialism deported him for ‘... peace and good order in the Kigezi District ... would
be dangerous to peace and good ardzr ... if he were ever allowed to return there to;
and to prevent effectually his naving any evil influence in this said district . .67

Resistance under Ndochibiri

Available evidence shows that Ndochibiri and his comrades got initial military
training in scientfic warfare, skills, and military tactics from colonialism. They had
Seen employed in colonial forces as askaris and then deserted with arms. It shows
that Ndocnibiri and some others were recruited by Belgians and participated in the
war against Germans. This was important for his career as a querrilla leader. That is
where he gained military skills, training, commanding, and knowledge of geography.
It also assisted him to learn the weaknesses of the Europeans and their weapons.
These were important as he was to capitalize on them in the struggles that followed.
This involvement in this war also facilitated him to make more friends, create more
comrades and allies in these forces. He was able to recruit more combatants and
seal comradeship and brotherhood under the practice of blood brotherhood and other
cultural practices. It also gave him opportunity to popularize the people’s cause ard
the need for self-emancipation from colonialism in the whole region.

Their other important achieverment was their acquiring weapons and ammunition
irom the coionialists — the dead soldiers and from stares and others captured from
the enemy. Others were got from the defeated Germans on their hurried 2vacuation.
These activities led to his designs being suspected. The colonialists tried to burn him

65 See Police Statements by Abdualla Namunye and Sulimani Ntangamalala of January 7
1918 and January 10 1918 confirming these. Other Statements include those by Musha-
kamba's son, Kanyamanza, Luwanya, Police Constable Saidi Bitensi on January 8 1918
who showed how peasant resisters overwhelmed them, defeated them, forcing them to
flee to lkumba, and how the resisters burnt their homes and captured all their cattle.

66 Op.cit.

67 Op.cit.
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in his house but he managed to escape with serious burns. It is alleged that his three
fingers were lost in this tragedy. Ndochibiri in the local language means two fingers.
It was this event which forced his resistance into the open. He began actual
organization, politicization, and recruitment of peasants into the struggle. Another
important method he employed in preparation for the struggle was of creating blood
brotherhood wherever he passed. By 1216, the coloniai State confessed how ‘witch
doctor Ndochibiri has been the cause-of considerable trouble, ‘n April he ravaged the
country within a few imiles of posts garriscned by the U.P.S.B.’ It was. therefore, forced
to station a post of 10 special constablas near tha border to prevent his rebel activities.

Anti-colonial struggles under Ndochibiri came into the open i1 January 1915 in the
Kivu-Mulera-Kigezi region. He timed when colonialists were fighting amongst them-
selves and organized peasants into armed resistance. He, too used Nyabingi religion
for military, political, and ideological purposes. By 1916, the colonial state was highly
paralysed by the peasant force under his command operating in the Kivu-Mulera-
Kigezi region: Rwanda, Congo, and Uganda. He began by organizing peasants intc
a powerful resistance. Ndochibiri understood clearly the importance of Nyabingi
religion in enforcing unity, discipline, determination, secrecy, and cuitural bindings
among the fighters and their see. His maiden attack was a great blow to colonialism,
‘a crowd of fanatical natives, with a “sacred” sheep as an emblem, were with difficulty
driven back, with the aid of twa mitrailleuses, after some hours fighting’.5

The two main objectives of this attack were to defeat and dislodge the Belgians and
English forces from that fort and to capture arms. This sacred white sheep was believed
to have powers to send away Europeans. Ndochibiri encouraged peasant resisters that
ne would tum bullets into water. In January 1918, the colonial authority reported that
peasants in Rwanda behaved in ‘a disloyal and defiant manner and under the leadership
of Ndochikembiri with his sacred sheep’ attacked Chahafi and that the prophet was
severely wounded.® The wounding was later disapproved as wishful thinking of the
colonialists. In April that year, Ndochibiri led an attack on colonial forces, looted the
collaborators’ property and livestock and disappeared in Kayonsa forest.™

The colonial state arranged a combined military venture with Belgian forces {rom
Rutchuru and Kigali on Congo and Rwanda frontiers.” The Commissioner of Palice,
Kampala. was awaiting ‘final instructions for dealing with Knochibililli's people ... |
hear they are well armed and this seems a good opportunity to bring them ta reason —
and disarm them’.” The Belgian authorities were enthusiastic to punish the rebels

68 Acting District Commissioner Kigezi to Monseiur Le Commissaire de District Ruzizi-Kivu
of June 7 1919. We are grateful to our respondents tor their valuable information on this
resistance. Among these are Bayanguha, Rwakislieya. Bafwokuheeka and Mucori who
informed this study on the contiibutions of Ndochibiri, Komunda, Muhire, Baguma, Rwa-
mutwe et al.

69 Provincial Commissioner Western Province, Monthly Report of January 1915. File Raids
and Punitive Expedition.

70 Provincial Commissioner Western Province, Monthiy Report of April 1916, op.cit. Also see
C. 228 Il. Inteliigence Reports, Lake Detachment. U.N.A. Entebbe. Also see Excerpt from
Intelligence Reports, Lake Detachment. Kigezi, Punitive Expedition Against Ndochibiri.
Also see Report of Provincial Commissioner Westemn Province of May 1916.

71 Telegraph from Major Lawrence, commanding U.P.S.B. to Commissioner of Palice,
Kampala on December 16 1916. Tabora.

72 Telegraph ol Commissioner of Policz, Police Headquarters Office, Kampala, of December
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who had murdered their mail runners and two of their soldiers. Another strong force
came from Mwanza under Major Lawrence.”

However, the resisters leamnt of this expedition and foiled their plan by dispersal
method before the enemy’s attack. in retaliation. colonial forces arrested peasants
and their leaders faor assisting Ndochibiri.”*

There followed series of attacks in this expedition, leading to heavy casualties on
both sides, arrests and capture of colonial troops. This expedition increased strife to
peasants and hostilities E2tween them and colonialism.

The strength of this peasant resistance can be assessed from the colonial force
and weaponry that came to fight it under Major Lawrence who ‘left Kabale on 3
instant as follows: — Lt. Col. C. Riddick, Inspector Dryden, Assistant Inspector
Wagstafi, Dr. Doble, Mr. Mc Dougaill, A.D.C., and 80 Rank and Fila Uganda Police.
with one Machine gun and 200 odd porters ...'"s

Lt. Col. Riddick accepted both the leadership’s superiority in organization and
execution of armed struggles, using the masses as the sea, despite the colonialists’
brutality, cruelty, and illusions because of this paralysis. He confessed how both
Ndochibiri and Kanyaruanda were seasoned guerrilla fighters. who were outsmarting
the colonial forces iri tha forest, in the caves, and among the people. They knew when
and how to engage the enemy and when to retreat and had learnt about their enemies’
military capacity, weapons, tactics, allies, and movements and above all won the
confidence. support, and love of the people. He concluded by confessing,

without the power to punish the people who ware aiding and abetting his escape,
Ndochibiri was master of the situation, there were no roads, very hilly country,
lookout huts and siynal fires on every hiil and every native as far as lay in his power
apparently under Ndcchibiri's control — none of wnom we could touch.”®

In despair. British forces under Lt. Col. Riddick embarked on a massive arrest of
peasants, accusing them of being relatives of Ndochibiri. two wives and their children
being of Ndochibiri. and four leaders for conniving with him.”” However, commitment
to the struggle had made Ndochibiri resilient even during suzh trying moments. The

16 1816. Also refer to telegraph of Colonial Secretary. to Col. Riddick of December 29
1916 and to Political Officer, Kabale; and another to the Provincial Commissioner Western
Frovin~es or, December 22 1916.

73 Commissioner of Police, Mwanza to Colonial Secretary on 21 Decembar 16. Also see
Telegraph from Maj. Lawrence, to Commissioner of Police, Kampala on December 16
1916.

Le Major Commandant le C.0O. Kigali Stereng G. to D.C. on November 28 1316: Coups
d'occupation Commandement. No. 1280: participation eventualle des troupes delges ala
Capture de N'Doki-Bili.

74 Maj. Lawrence to the Colonial Secretary on February 21 1217. Op.cit. and O.C's report to
Coloria' Secretary on Expedition dated February 17 1917.

See Apoendix VI: Report on the Expedition ~gainst Ndochibiri and Kanyaruanda on March
29 1917.

75 Commissioner of Police, Major Commissioner Lawrence to the Colonial Secretary. on
February 21 1917.

76 Repon of the Commissioner of Police Lt. Col. Riddick to the Colonial Secretary. dated
March 29 1917 on Expedition Against Ndochibiri and Kanyaruanda.

77 He had arrested 37 peasants, of whom some were claimed to be Ndachibiri's wives and
children.
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Belgian Lieutenant rejected Riddick's proposal ‘to capture and keep in custody his
(Ndochibiri's) women etc., and to punish those who helped him with food etc’.”®

It was Kanyaruanda, who was forced to surrender after colonial forces captured
his son and held him as a bait. He was charged with being a member of unlawful
assemblies which committed murder, arson, hurt with dangerous weapons, theft and
other crimes. He was convicted and sentenced to four years iigorous imprisonment
in Kampala. His fate for deportaticn would be decided thereafter. As a rebel, all his
cattle were confiscated.”™ That way, colonialism was able to separate the leadership
from the membership, deprive them of resources and ability to make war, inflict
psychological pain and a sense of separation and loss. It was also meant .0 threaten
others from struggles against this colonial power and for politicization purposes. The
politics underlying imprisonment ot the culprits to Kampala was to open their eyes to
the fact that the regime of the British Government was not confined merely to this
district, and give them some idza of the British power %

The Tragedy that Befell the Movement

British colonialism invited Belgian participation in a joint military venture in 1919,
The District Commissioner (DC) nctified them that the rebel Ndochibiri had appeared
from Buitwa on frontier of Kigezi at Namikumbwe, Kwa Kabango, slightly south of
Chief Iltembero and reminded him of ‘the double aanger of the movements headed
by this man in that they are essentially anti-Euiopean, and supported by fanaticism
inculeated by Nyabinai worship, which, by terrorism, renders every native his spy and
a wiltng hast... was recently joined in Buitwa by Wakiga Lumuli and Luhemba and
the latter's wife Kaigirirwa. a Nyabingi ... are organizers of dangerous and fanatical
anti-European movements in the Kivu-Mlera-Kigezi area.’

Colenialism had resolved that ‘even shouid no disturbances occur, these rebels
should be hunted mercilessly in our respective districts. Their death or capture will
alone ensure peace'.” This course of action was agreed to although Beigian
authorities remained skeptical:

we shall find it extremely difficult to effect his capture since he is always informed
of our slightest movements. He is held in terror by the native population by reason
of his supernatural associations, and no one dares to denouncs his gatherings for

78 Kigezi District Annual Report 1916-1917. He releasec them. There were four arrests of
Ndochibiri's confederates

79 See P.C.WP. communication to C.S. of July 5 1919. The Acting D.C. to P.C.W.P. on
August 11 1917 on “Lawless Natives in Kigezi District”. The Ag. D.C. to P.C.W.P. on July
281917 and P.C.W.P. to C.S. or August 9 1917 on Kanyaruanda's conviction. Also refer
to File Native Affairs: Kanyaruanda. [ganda Natioral Archives, Entebbe.

80 Idem.

81 Acting District Commissioner to Mon. le Commissaire de District Ruzizi-Kivu of June 7
1912.He outlined his military plans against these peasant resisters. He had set up amilitary
post on Biranira's in British Rwanda, another at Kinkizi-Kayonza opposite ltembero's
(Kisalu). Le Résident du Ruanda to D.C. on June 14 1919 on “Rebel force under
Ndochibiri".

See Map on British and Belgian patrols.
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the additional fear of reprisals ... he seldom risks remaining in villages and takes
the precaution of establishing his camps in places which are far from population
and kept secret, these rendezvous even he changes frequantly.82

The P.C. Western Province confirmed in November that the peculiar geographical
features and power of blood brotherhood among these wild and backward peoples
“make it impossible to rely on the local natives at all”.** Van de Ghinste informed the
D.C. Kigezi on June 23 that a Belgian force of 25/30 rifles under a European was
going to patrol frontier so as to cut off retreat of the Ndochibiri rebels.® He communi-
cated to the D.C. Kigezi how chiafs Kabango and Itembero had feigned ignorance of
the movements of Ndochibiri that morning.®5 It was that night that the colonial forces
caught up with the top leadership of this resistance and wiped it out.

Strong force rebels crossed frontier into Kayonsa nineteenth ... enticed from forest
and attacked Kumba three hours north Kabale ... their retreat cut off and gang
entirely dispersed leaving leaders Ndochibiri and Luhemba instigator Nakishenyj
rebellion, with two other rebeis dead in cur hands ... “sacred” Nyabingi sheep
captured tagether with two rifles, bayonets, bows, arrows, and British and German
ammunition ... our casualties one wounded. #

Their death was of great significance. It was a great success for colonialisr. In
the P.C.W.P's words, hadn'tthey been so promptly and successfully dealt with, ‘within
a month. we should ... have had very serious native trouble in Rukiga and perhaps
in Rwanda al=0’.%” That is why it was celebrated in Kabale where they exposed
Ndochibiri and Luihemba'’s bodies. Ndochibiri's two-fingered hand was cut off and
circulated in public ‘to assure publicity for the death’. Thay also burnt to ashes the
captured “sacred” white sheep publicly at Kabale.?® These were aimed to prove their
death to the public, demystify and discredit Nyabingi and threaten peasants to give
up Nyabingi resistances.®® :

... it is difficult to realize the immense importance lacally of the death of this rebet
who has defied two Governments for five years and was a leader of an anti-Euro-
pean secret society which has terrorized the Rwanda-Rukiga county for four
generations. (sic!)*

82 Communication from D.C. Ruzizi — Kivu to District Commissioner Kigezi. on June 18 1919.

83 Western Province, November 1919 Report.

34 Communication of 0.C. Van de Ghinste tc D.C. Kigezi of June 23 1912 in reply to D.C.
Kigezi of the previous d=y June 22 1916, They were going t2 patrol the irontier between
Rutezo and Mt. Nkabwe.

85 Van de Chinste, D. C. Ruzizi-Kivu, Rutchuru on June 23 1919,

86 D. C's telegraph of June 24 1919 and his letter of June 25 1319,

87 P.CW.P.to C.S. on July 5 1919,

88 Op.cit. It was burnt on 3rd. “a very serious general rising organized by a powerful
anti-European “religious” society has been mos: narrowly averted”.

89 Op.cit. The death was celebrated in Entebbe, Kampala, Kigali, Rutchuru and Enaland. His
head was hurried to the British Museum for public display. Refer to nationalislicvsongs on
these struggles under Ndochibiri.

90 Op.cit.
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Developments Consequent to these Deaths

These resisters understood the critical demands of the struggle and the need to
promote it. As such, they intensified it. To concretize this, seven “compatriots of the
late Ndochibiri”, who had tried to conscientize the peasants had been beaten off at
once by British forces. On the same day, ‘there was a simultaneous gathering at
ltembero’s (Congo-Belge frontier) of Nyabingi malcontents with 28 rifles’. Both the
Belgian and British authorities responded with scorched =arth policy. They burnt
villages of Kisalu, Kayonza and Kinkizi, and evacuating peasants from the border
areas. They knew that “while one cannot hope for any permanent result from this
section, it has nevertheless had a salutary effect’.?' The murder of Biramha and then
the burning of his body by his domestic boys illustrates some of the ways how
resisters dealt with those who betrayed the struggle — the so-called “pragmatists” or
in colonial language “progressives”. The Provincial Commissioner Westem Province
recounted:

On the night of July 31/August 1 th= Rwanda Chief Biramba of Bunagana was
murdered by two servants who were sieeping in the same house adjoining that of
Agent Abdulla. They burnt the house over his body and fled to the Congo. Biramba
was a useful progressive chief who had accoinpanied me twice or: tour and given
under secrecy much valuable information by the Nyabingi movement. The latter
have announced the act as one of vengeance on an “informer”.%

There was continuous rasistance in various forms. The main contention in many
parts remained taxation, forced labour and other demands by the state and religious
missions. Colonialism was forced to exempt certain areas like Butare, Bufundi and
parts of Bufumbira from taxation for fear of resistance.’® It was clear to colonialism
that “the basis of all negative politics is that alien Government is only temporary ... is
also a basis of Nyabingi religion’.” (sic!)** It. therefore, iniensifiea poiitical work and
organization of the District.*

The P.C. warned against strong punitive maasures against resisters as tnis “would
bring temporary success”. The D.C's defence was that Punitive measures were
necessary to quell all international disorders.®® This was the same time when
peasants attempted to burn the rasidence of the agent of Rukiga.¥’

91 Op.cit.

92 Op.cit.

33 W, P. November 1918 Report.

94 D.C. to P.C.W.P. of September 17 1320. The P.C.W.P. on tour on October 27 1920:
“Operations connected with Nyatingi Kigezi District 1920" showed that fie had gone to
check on passive Rebellion “in Kumba area atributad its causas to the dnnking szason
and to Nyabkingi movement. Also see his communication to the C.S. on Octoper 1 1920.
File Nyabingi (1920). Uganda National Archives, Enteobe.

95 Telegraph of D.C. to C.S. of Saptember 26 1920 on passive resistance. He had sent
reinforcements to an ex sergeant major, had “captured two rifles, other weapons”. Also
see telegraph of C.S. to P.C.W.P. of September 27 1920. File Nyabingi and its Defence
(1919-1923). P.C.W.P. telegraphed D.C. on September 24 1920 instructing him to deal
with that Nyabingi organization “quietly and efficiently on lines similar to previous occasions
obtaining co-operation Belgians their side”.

96 District Commissioner's telegraphs to P.C.W.P. of October 6 1920; October9 1920 and of
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Without understanding the social, political and economic conditions that had given
rise to Nyabingimovement and the grievances that fuelled this resistance, colonialism
simplified it as ‘dangerous as containing a fanatic religious element. However,
colonialism understood why Nyabingi paralysed it most was its ‘working in the African
territories of three European powers and gradualiy extending the sphere and malig-
nity of its influence’.® Faced with the imperialist war on a broader scale and this
Nyabingi movement domestically, colonialism was forced to seek other solutions in
addition to militarism. It was forced 10 make a series of reforms, based on the
prevailing social grievances so as to undermine the Myabingi mcvement. These
revolved around taxation, forced labour, forced production and contribution. 'and,
religions, and change of agents. At the same time. it began to increase its social base
among the peasants. It accomplished this through material rewards and posts,
promises,and promotions. Another method was direct decampaigning of Nyabirgi,
citing the malpractices of the Abagirwa. Though this phase evidenced the climax of
Nyabingi Movement,. it also witnessed the beginninas of its demise.

New Methods of Struggle and the Demise of Nyabingi Movement

The 1920s witnessed the decline of the Nyabingi Movement simuitaneously with the
increasing anchoring of colonialism in the area. Abagirwa like Komunda, Ndemere, and
the others went cn the defensive to prevent its decline by proclaiming its greatness
vis-a-vis the state and the new religions. The District Commissioner gave an interesting
narrative of events between Komunda and Zaribugiri. a colonial agent. He narrated how
the latter had arrested Komunda for witchsraft. The D.C. released him due to lack of
evidence. Komunda then testified o the peasants that his “Nyabingi” had defzated
Government and left him free. The chief's wife and child fell il immediately and nearly
died. This proved to the peasants Nyabingi's greatness and powers of revenge. !t had
oecome clear to colonialism how Nyabingi was

October 12 1920. Aiso refer to District Commissioner's report of September 17 1920 about
the same issue.
Pravincial Commissioner Western Province to Colonial Secretary on October & 1920
requested for closure of British Rwanda unti! mid-December on the grounds that it was
mare than likely that this trouple was due partly to the drinking season and partly to the
Nyaoingi movement. The Provincial Commissioner Western Province warned against
fither arrests in the existing quiet condition in the country.
The P.C.W.P. to D.C. on October 29 1920 biamed D.C. for not using all available means
to suppress the disturbances he taught him to plan repression by listing “all chiefs,
headmen and people known to have been implicated and from time to time ... effect arrests
and mete out punishment on individuals, such action would have a very good effect nn
untutored peop!e as they would understand that the Governmeant’s arm though slow is long
... These disturbances are the normal work of your district, as time goes on and our
influence extends they will aecrease but must be expected for some time." File Congo:
International Border: Admiristrative Prcposals. Uganda National Archives, Entebbe,

97 Provincial Commissioner Western Pravince reportaa on October 28 1920 their failure to
trace the culprits.

98 Report of District Commissioner on July 31 1819.
In August 1822, the D.C. abandoned his house in fear of peasant rasisters.
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above all revolutionary political ... chief among chiefs, a state in the state. Its aim
is to free tha country of Europeans and of all authority other than “Nyabingi” ... All
the agents of Nyabingi with their pretended mysterious and occult power give
themselves out as liberators of the country.®

The colonial state’s predicament was its failure to distinguish between Nyabingi
as a religion, Nyabingi as a supernatural force, Nyabingi as a revolutionary move-
ment, Nyabingi as an ideology, its character and dynamism and other practices like
witcheraft, prophesying. healing, curing, rain-making, etc. !t lumped all of them
together. This was advantageous to the resisters. It helped them to recruit all those
who colonialism persecuted, even those who would have refrained if the state had
first made a theoretical and analytical study of this society’'s movement. Thus, by
1927, the District Commissioner reported a large amount of Nyabingi practice.®

Threatened by religious and political persecution against Nyabingi leaders and
lies by missionaries of the imminent arrests of peasants who did not join Protestant-
ism, Abagirwa like Komunda began to create propaganda to wield together the
disintegrating Nyabingi movement. Trying to live with the times, they issued declara-
tions against colonialism and proclaimed tha supremacy of Nyabingi over all people,
the state, other religions, and institutions. They called upon all peasants ana chiefs
to adhere to Nyabingis teachings, work on sundays and observe mondays and
Tuesdays as Nyabingi days. No work was to be done on those days. Peasants feared
to die and followed this decree. This was challenging European religions which had
set aside sunday for their ged. This was underlinred by the District Commissiorer:

Many people going to him for Nyabingi from all parts of the district and all being
informed by him that his Nyabingi was more powerful than the Government, that
no work should be done on mondays in the shambas, that no taxes should be
paid. and that the Europeans would be driven out.'”!

What compounded the problem was their weapon of secrecv. Direct evidence is
always difficult to obtain as the pursuit of witchcratt is carefully screened from chiefs
who are regarded as the eyes of Government.'® The colonial dilemma siill remained
in 1928 that

It is therefore in Rukiga that Nyabingi presents a peculiar character with more
persistent and more dangerous aspirations than elsewhere. It pretends moreover
to sovereignty. The principle verse of their hymn in Rukiga is ... “The king (or
queen) has come to his country”.'®

In pursuit of their resistance, tne Abagirwa called upon ali peasanis in Beigian
Rwanda, Kigez!, and Congo to bring in tributes and sacrifices for Nyabingi in form of
money, beads, etc. in preparation for a broader resistance. This money was mesant
to be for sustairing the resistar.ce. However, it cannot be ignored that the Abagirva

99 P.C.W.P.to C.S. of September 17 1328: “A Supplementary Report on Nyabingi Movemeit
Kigezi District”.
100 Kigezi District Aannual Report 1927.
101 D.C. to P.C.W.P. on May 29 1930 on Komunda'’s Sect of Nyabingi.
102 D.C. to P.C.W.P. on March 1 1928.
103 Kigezi District Administrative Reports 1928.
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woutq ha_we appropriated most of it for their personal ends. This was the phase when
Nyabingi became known as Muzeire Kasente: a parent that needed or accepted
money. They .als‘;o called upon peasants to manufacture more weapons, sharpen
them, and begin intensive military training for an imminent resistance. The ;I"neme\.?:

Nolij_ the Omukama (Nyabingi) is coming in the Country.® - -
;esiglti:;'g; :Commlssmner Trewin warned all Saza Chiefs of an imminent Nyabingi

The af_falr of “Nyabingi” is wanting to increase in this district, also I think that all
the chiefs are not aware of everything which is going on in this country. Because
| see that many chiefs do not want to converse with peasants. If you v;rant to be
aware of Fhe news in your countiy ... with ears wide open. | know that witchcraft
Is going high, and that someone is telling people not to do their work on mondays
and tuesdays. Not one single chief has told me of this ... people are afraid to ;o
to work on mondays and tuesdays because they are obeying the “Nyabingi”. Wh

do not ycu all put strength to find out about the “Nyabingi"?1%5 .

.Indeed.,‘ anti-colonial resistances followed in the first quarter of 1928. The leader-
ship mob:flzed peasants and they began war preparations in Kagarama Mountains
opppsrte Kabgle. They aimed at the Church Missionary Society (C.M S), Kabale
Statlgn and Kikungiri, centres of colonial oppression and exoloitation-. fhte'ir object
remained to rf‘hase away the oppressive, exploitative system énd allin its service: ‘;ﬁ
:The leadership orgaqized peasants in Kigezi, Rwanda, Congo, and Ankore under‘-he
:heme of salf-emancipation. The leadershir urged peasants to contritute someth;ng
to th_e_ movement. Over a thousand peasants from the whole region are said to have
ywa.‘tqu&tgd. contributed in cash, livestock, beads, and bracelets. Acceptance of
sacrifices in money and baads was another qualitative change of Nyabingi religion
Thgre Was a movement to build more shrines for Nyabingi and peasants be aﬁ
military tra_ltmn_g with bows, arrows, and spears. Peasants came from different grts
of the region, in preparation for an attack on Kabale Station. It was dun’n“ thi F;
that they were surprised by colonial forces. . G

TI'_le whole resistance began in January to March from Kabale (Kagarama) to
Kamjanga.and across in Rwanda, under the ieadership of Ndungusi, Ndemere
Mweyahusi et al. The first was betrayed by a Protestant conver Sen{;ange wh(;
reportec_i Ig colonial authorities. The resistance near Kabale was organiz'ed in
mo.unta:n forests and nills of Kagarama, four miles (and insight) of Kabale. The
resisters screened all events and secrets from a Muganda agent although ove'r 300
of them passed through the Gomborora compound that day. The local agent had

104 guesr};ir;hﬁ gnurch Missionary Society evangelist also testified that he and his Mrungu
e a _re?med to the Gombolola Chief, when two hundrea persons urder the
lyabingi “priest Ndemere marched through his garden. The D.C. noted that the Sub-Chi f
was away as he ‘*had knowledge if not complicity in the Organization' ’
105 DC Tr_ewm to Sazg_Chiefs on January 28 1928. File Nyabingi (1928.}
106 Enl_e !_?iaxds and P_unmve E:_(peditions. Refer to memo of C.S. to the Gox;erncr on Nyabingi
rnmma} Case l_:!Ie l_\lo. 4 in which two peasants were found qguilty and sentenced to figé
Yyears rigorous imprisonment. Also see telegraph of Chief Secretary to D.C. Kabale of

February 24 1928 and ! 5
Entebbg and D.C'sreplyto C.S. of February 28 1928. Uganda National Archives,
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been informed of this resistance and had left the area to avoid being blamed as an
accomplice of the resistance.'™”

The principal objectives were the Government Station and the Protestant Mission
whose houses and contents were definitely allocated by the leaders. At roughly the
same time, exactly a similar manifestation under some of the same (escaped) leaders
took place 15 miles south of Kabale on the other side of the frontier.

Resistance in Karujanga and in Belgian Rwanda developed faster and in a more
crganized manner. Peasants crossed from Uganda and jeined others in Belgian
territorv, murdered collaborators, burn=d many viiiages, and threatened tc burn the
Gomborora headquarters. Inside Belgian Rwanda, rasisters were reported to have
killed 24 Belgian Police.'® Colonialism went on the offensive on both sides of the
border. Belgian colonialism deployed 100 police who subdued about 2000 peasant
resisters. This force burnt many villages, killed or injured many peasants. British
forces suppressed the resisters on the Uganda side, disarmed them and detained
them.°®

Colonialism got alarmed on learning how this was one arganized revolt from
Kagarama to Rwanda under the leadersnip of Ndungusi. It sent in 3 1einforcement
of ten police and one officer from Mbarara. Furthermore, it was not going to show
any leniency to “Myabinaiites” as it would be taken as a manifestaticn of Nyabingi's
omnipotence and indestructibility regardless of time. Colonialism was aware of the
pulitical dangers in Nyabingi leaaership,

since it involves the fundamental basic anti-European e'ement whereby all Euro-
peans must be driven out in order to make way for their God and King and Queen
“Nyabingi” to rule their country and who for the time being has entered in and is
depicted in that particular person.™™®

And adds further thus:

Any unaccountable incident is put down to “Nyabingi” and is at once seized upon
by the witch doctor as a proof of his powers which all helps to foster any agitation
he may have in mind. The recent dry weather causing the matama crop to begin
to wi't, of course lent colour to the general rumour that a new Sultan would arrive
in the country in the place of Government and would Ering “nyabirgi”, new se=d,

rain etc.'

The two colonial states used all means at their disposal 10 suppress it. Some
members in the leadership were captured, convicted, and sentenced heacvily.''?

107 D.C. to P.C.W.P. on September 13 1928 on “Unlawful assemblies and Incitement tn
rebellion by “Priests” of Nyabirgi Society, 1928". Also see communication from D.C. to
P.C.W.P. on March 1 1928. P.C.W.P. to C.S. on March 29 1928 on a recrudescerce of
“Nyabingi Movement — Kigezi District”. File op.cit.

108 Ag. P.C.WP. to the C.S. on April 4 1928.

109 D.C. to P.C.W.P. on April 5 1928. Also rafer tc Document of May 3 1928 cn Peasants’
uprising in Belgian Rwanda against Belgian administration and Belgian colonialists de-
mand for extradition of the resisters who had iled to Uganda. File Nyabingi (1928).

110 Idem.

111 Op.cit.
112 Extraditionto Belgian East Africa (Mandate). Dairy of events 1928/29. File Nyabingi (1928).
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There were new coloniai reforms, based on the weaknesses of Nyabingi institution,
Colonialism had learnt the exploitative character of ‘Nyabingi cult to enable it to
impose its character of liberator, strikes the imagination of the simple. Thus it preys
on the people demanding payment of cows, goats, foodstuffs, and money’. 113

The colonialists exploited this coercive taxation to mobilize peasants in their own
favour against Nyabingi. They preached against Nyabingi, suspended taxation and
other demands in Butare, Bufundi, and British Rwanda. It should be noted that by
this time, peasants could see some tangible results from communal labour in form of
roads, hospitals etc. Gn the other hand, there was nothing fangiole by MNyabingi
Abagirwa that they could cite. All peasant contributions to Nyabingi were consumed
by those in its service.

By late 1930s, Nyabingi Movement had baen undermined. Their new resistance
occurred in form of Ruvaivuro ‘Revivalist Movemen®, whose membership and
leadership were predominantly women. The main explanation why this resistance
came under cover of a religion was that their productive forces were still at a low level,
had a weak economic base and their outiook was narrow and still attributing whatever
they could not understand to the supernatural forces. They lacked any other forum
around which they could organize to express their interests and wishes. The expla-
nation of the dominance of women has to be sought in the effect of colonial policies
which developed Kigezi into a labour reservoir, Through this, most men had tc leave
the disirict annually for wage labour for taxes ard for other political. economic and
social demands. As such, they were mainly women and children who remained in
the villages. practisirg these religions.

Some Colonial Reforms in Response to Nyabingi Movement

Confronted by the Nyabingi Mavement, colonialism was able to examine its
policies and practice. It came to realize that Baganda Agents were causing unnecess-
ary social grievances among the peasants.

Judicially, Baganda endeavour tc force their language upon the local population.
In a recent case an old woman was refused a hearing for three months being told
she must speak Luganda in Court — which she was unabie to do. Indigenous peoples
are insufficiently consulted by the Baganda caucus (who in Rukiga have the over-
whelriing majority in court) on cases arising from local usage and tribal custom.

Following the compulsory use of Luganda by the Government, and the consequent
association of officers with it, Baganda lords, customs and outlook were gradually
becoming fastened “... peaceful penetration upon the local people whose point of

The D.C. io P.C.W.F. on Novemuer 30 1928 about the Extraditicn Proceedings following
Nyabingi rebellion on Belgizn East Africa (Mandate) anc Uganda Frontier, March 1928
charge: murder and arson reported that he had arrested the following additional accused
against Belgian arrest warrants of April: Maheranni, Lupfumu, Bariganengwe, and Kagam-
bire.
To concretize this, Ndemere and Mweyahusi were given five vears rigorous imprisonment
each.

113 Report of P.C.W.P. to C.S. of July 17 1928: “A Supplementary Report on Nyabingi
Movement Kigezi District” concluded that Nyabingi belonged to all tribes with its headquar-
ters at Omukyante.
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view is largely lost sight of in Native Courts where Baganda_presxqe or predomlnatle
much natural resentment is felt by the indigenous population with which | ent:jreby
sympathize. | consider it almost entirely due to the GANDA atmo;phgrg created by
the use of Baganda interpreters, and the Luganda !_anguage Wthi’Lli imposed by
the Government in Districts where it is as alien as it is unnecessary. .

As such, the colonialists now tried to reduce Baganda agents and their powefs.
They re-introduced Swahili as the official Ianguage._ They also_accused Kgg_o Sgorzihuta
of nepotism; ‘forwarding unduly the interests of h|§ own .famllly a.nd adwsmg C.to
introduce alien (Baganda) customs rcsented by the mdeg_mes which formed n}!!&\mm-
able material for the incipient fires of rebellion organlzed_ by powerful witchcraft
associations under capable leaders.''® Philipps pursued this issue further to show

nda had become a liability to colonialism.
how’hzag?stricthas been almost entirely in the hands of the Baganda_ (who havg be_en
steadily increasing in numbers) since its opening._ The medium of communication
between the Government and the local popuiat:c_)p _has been L_uganda. though
heretofore agents has always to employ Kiswahiii in pgrsongl mterccurge with
officers —i.e. both being on terms of equality in using a medium of speech which was
not their own, o o .

The compulsory use of Luganda has been the most.mate.nai influence in mlslea -
ing the indigenous population as to tha Governmen!; attitude t_qwafds alien (Ba-
yanda) custems, in misleading the Baganda as to their own .po_smon in the coun'tp;
‘... cannot butconsider its employment in this district to be a dlslmct_ po!_mcal error.

It had become clear to the colonialists how ‘the Nyabingi organization cgnnot be
dealt with by military measures’.”"” The new colonial proppgg!s for rememe_s a.nd
safequards against future Nyabingi troubles were: genera_ll cwyhzahon_ of the D|strlct.
the leveiling up of administration on bott: sides of the zwo international frontiers,
abstention from pressure on tax or lapour in frontier areas. increased to\grance of the
Rwanda imandv}a {anti-Nyabingi institution). and employment of Eatutsi. he hered-
itary rulers whenever possit'2 and increasing the police force to seventy. ™

In a hid to accomplish this. they increased educaticnal grants to.m:ssmns. began
pushing religious missions to carry out their ideolqglgal and educatipnai work and ti
tolerate the passive Emandwa. In this line, they crmngd the C.M.S method_ of worl
and hostilities against animists and other religions, their lack of tolerance with them
as a basis for social grievances. The P.C.W.P. warned:

One of the dangers of these illegal aggressions by native ,':rosel_ytisers. mi‘staught
by Europeans ignorant of the nature of the religions or cults wmch are enue_avou-
ring to destroy and replace is not only the cre.atmn n Afr:ca qf a feelmg of
persecution ana antagonism against Europeans in generai, but aiso the‘na.JraI
possibility of exasperated reprisals on local chuiches. The latter are mostiy grass

huts and easily inflammable.'*?

1 Rrgezi District Administration Report 1919-1920.

115 Op.cit.

116 Op.cit.

117 Op.cil. _ ‘

11 Té ldgm The P.C.W.P. said that the first two proposals were a matter of time while the last
three proposals had been laid down and placed on record as general policy.
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Drawmg.from the protest in the newspaper the previous year, Philipps advocated
for relcogmtlon and respect of animists (as in modern China and ancient Rome) who
practice the same cults of the ancestral spirit and of great men now with the gods
(mandwa). He argued that these religions could not be mistaken since. ¥

the IJ_tt!e shrine can often be seen within the enclosure or behind the house ... It is
unthlnkabie that English or native mission-teachers should forcibly penetralté the
residence of a Japanese officer or official and set fire to the shrin‘e or.evnn utlter
th.rea_ts aboutit. In Africa, however, even under the British flag and re!igious'ﬁberty
rnission leaf_:hers have been and are known to trespass on private residences ofl
Africans, chiefs and peasants, to destroy or molest their shrines.

Colpmall-.?rr} found anoth_er solution in deliberate creation of social distinctions in this
society. This was conceived by Western Province administrators in 1921:

The qugstion of getting into close touch with younger and more educated natives
with e'i view to giving them some vent for their aspirations and preventing them b

prac?rcal measures from becoming revolutionary or dislcyal ... To form a club o{
reading room in each station for the native :ierk—s. interpreters, youné chiehfs and
otner native youths of similar education ... The idea is to enable these ﬁatives to
have a Apface where they can meet to pass their spare time, and providing paper

and.smt.able literature to endeavour 10 curb those ideas which are at prezensg
mamng neadway in the country ... The club should be managed hy a committee
of natives under the guidance of the D.C., who would draw up such rule as local

COﬂdIl’iO 1S fDUJ d ecessaly and y
' seet ]at on Su tab e D T tt d s
atives a e pe ed a

Toens ure discipline, conformity and to discriminate against many peaple, they set
up rules which prohibited access to the club for women and chifdrén ‘The , n:e}'{e t
set_l_m a committee to screen and bar unsuitable people from e*ﬁerf".* to yh* o
political or religious discussions inter aljg. 12" ' St h

It sho.uld be noted that coionial authorities had learnt clearly the insurgent charac-
tg:‘ and mflugnce of women in Kigezi. They ‘also understood that the mixing up of
d|..erenl_ scgtlons of society would leac to the revolutionary tendencies that were
dgvelopmg in the.district and the world over. Class creation was at the same time
aimed at_ undermining women, and their improved position in society. It aimed at
entrenching or exacerbating inequalities througt, isolationism and social distinction
based on gender, age, religion, education, and employment. |

All these colonial measures had some impact on tite movement. Calonialism
spell-ed out hqw the matter was one of yenerai administration which woula always
require \_Na*chlng. But as the district progressed, any possible danger to Governne)n{n
would disappear and all cases harmful to natives would be dealt with by !aw.TZEI
119 ;é:thvc\;’dz to C.S. on October 15 1930. File C. 1605: Missicns: Rwanda (C.M.S.) Missicn

120 File Provincial Administration: District Commissioners Conferences: — Minute of Meetings:

— Meeting at Mbarara on A t 4 v igezi
Kines] S0 Eatrne ugus 8 1921 of D.Cs. of Toro, Ankole, Kigezi and A.D.C.

121 Idem.
122 D.C.to C.S. on January 17 1922 and P.C. to C.8. commenting on PHILIPPS' report, op.cit.
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Conclusion

This study has shown how the Nyatingi movement arose on the bases of various
social grievances from both within and outside societv. Within society, the Nyabingi
movement was against the ruling classes in areas with states like Rwanda, Mpororo,
and Kinkizi. In other areas, it was against the privileged members of society, like
heads of households. The enemy from without was colonialism.

What became evident was that to confront the orinciple enemy, colonialism, there
had to be iniernal reforms. Secondly, it also became clear tnat in the absence of an
organized pelitical forum and an armed force to defend peasants' rights, the peasants
had to do it themselves. The Abagirwa took up the initial initiative to mobilize them.
As a dynamic armed force, imperialism posed a direct threat to the Abagirwa's
privileged positions, social status, and religion. To protect these, the Abagirwa had
to mobilize their fold. This led to the fiaring up of the Nyabingi movement tp to 1930s.
Nyabingi as an institution transcended other religions by its active politics. Its
Abagirwa devised new ideologies and practices to retain and encourage their fold.

Itis important to note that unlike other religions in highly developed class societies,
where religion is an ideology of oppression and exploitation, Nyabingi became a solid
ideology for peasants’ struggles. All the leadership that followed came to recognize
the importance of religion in this area. Even the most advanced and sophisticated
guerrilla movement under Ndochibiri and his followers recognized this and exploited
it intensively. Another important thing was that the leadership tried to incorporate
some of the pre-colonial practices, methods of struggle, and language to enrich the
rmovement.

One of the major weaknesses lay in deep beiief in Nyabingi as a religion. This was
dominant between 1910 ard 1914. In this, peasant resisters put too much faith in the
Nyabingi instituticn. This was worsened by the Abagirwa claiming to be the personi-
fications of Nyabingi. While this transformation had the positive effect of encouraging
resisters it led them to be massacred by the colonial forces. In the same manner, the
dialectical character of the Nyabingi movement of bringing up new lezaership
whenever the existing one got separated from the membership had positive and
negative effects. While it encouiaged and sustained the resistance it led to defeats
due to limitations like lack of continuity.

We find the Nyabingi movement developing with the First Worid War. The
movement gets new leadership from colonial forces and its datentions. These bring
in the enemy’s military hardware and methods of struggle, planning, and command-
ing. This group exposes the enemy’s strengths and weaknesses, and it devises new
methods. It is this new leadershic which paralyses coionialism and forces it to make
various reforms. However, at this point the Nyabingi movement is not an organized,
armed force like a state, even though living off the surplus of others. Wiiie supply of
rescurces to the state was compulsory, it was by peasants’ willingness that heloed
the movement. They withdrew from the struggle when they realized that the move-
ment was not likely to defeat the enemy.

Gradually, the Nyabingi movement got defeated. The colonial state achieved this
through combining various methods. These included the military option, which it
sustained throughout, and various reforms that it was compelled to make. In admin-
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istration, it had been forced to replace proxy agents with local ones, avoided taxing
women, was careful to make Kigezi a labour reservoir instead of introducing produc-
tion of cash crops and high technical skills, industries or any other major investments.
Ithad to modify its demands in taxation, forced labour etc. Colonialism also intensified
deportations, deprived resisters of resources to fual the movement and maintained
its scorched earth policy.

On the ideological front, it encouraged and financed the new missions to promote
their work. It broadened its sucial base among the peasanis using pecuniary and
other inceniives. It also intensified its propaganda. With the use of force, peasants
were able to compare resuits of colonial policies vis-a-vis the blind opposition of the
Abagirwa to these policies. Throughout all these times, colonialism managed to
anchor onto the peasantry while undermining the Nyabingi movement. The state
increased legislations against Nyabingi religion, giving jobs and other privileges tn
the new converts, offering medals, honours etc. All these had an impact on the
peasants. Gradually, peasants began to withdraw into the new religions.

The Nyabingi movement is a concrete testimony of people’s persistent struggles
to defend their rights and independance. It demonstrates that no matter how i;ack-
ward people may be, they will always resist any threat to their rights, irrespective of
the level of advancement of the adversary. It demonstrated practically how religion
can be instrumental in providing a piatform for struggle, furnishing theories, courage,
ideclogy, and leadership. It also shows that in a situation characterized by backward
forces of production, with no state or other strong social or political organization,
people will find a base in any form of organization like religion to advance and defend
their interests. It is in such a situation that religion takes on a pragressive role. On
the cther hand, we se=s colonialism using Christianity to penetrate and control thase
new colonies. It is in the latter case that religion is being introduced for reactioriary
purposes as “an opium for the pecple” for oppressive and exploitative nurposes.'23

Their defeat was a landmark to thair loss of independence and incorperation into
th= broader cacitalist system. It was a turning point for this pre-capitalist, pre-state
area. The fixing of borders and lumping together of different peoples under one
administration was a step forward. Farmer antagonisms were dropped and peasants
began to work together towards self-emancipation. However, the colonial state was
quick enough to understand the effects of such nationalism and began fragmenting
them. It denied them rights to grow and develop crops for export, killed their industries
and develcped thern irto labour reservoirs. Furthermore, it disrupted their social
set-up, outlawed their pre-colonial religions. Peasants gradually became more
scared of colonialism and tried to combine both pre-ccionial religions with tne new
ones. They took or European names as a sign of cenversion to the European

123 K. MaRx, F. EnceLs and V. |. Lenin, 1972, On Historical Materialism. Moscow, Progress
Publishers.
SeealsoMichael ADas, 1979, Prophet of Rebellisn. Millenarian Protest Movements Against
the Europ=an Coionial Order. London, Cambridge University Press. Marx and ENGELS,
Selected Works. Vol. Il. Marx noted in Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy
of Law that ‘Religious distress is at the same time the oppression of real distress and also
the protest against real distress. Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart
of rhrle heartless world. just as it is the spirit of spiritless conditions. It is the opium of the
people’.
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religions. At the same time, they worshipped their pre-colonial religons in secret. The
new movement that emerged, "Revivalist Movement”, took the new religious line
instead of Nyabingi or any other pre-colonial religion. The state approached the
Church Missionary Society and the latter confirmed that it was ‘in full control of the
enthusiasts’. It was ‘to impress on their followers the necessity for obedience to civil
authority on all forms’. In fact, Dr. Church promised to take disciplinary action in anv
case of insubordination.'?*

The Nyabingi movement showed in concrete terms the need for leaders of
organizations like religions to get involved in solving peop'e’s problems the need for
them to give courageous and untiring leadership. It showed that dependence on any
single section of society while denying others chance in thesa roles inevitably led to
peril for society.

Through the Nyabingi movement got defeated, it still represented popular inter-
ests. If we ask why the movement failed to achieve its objectives, or to stem the
colonial wave, we have to take into account the !imitations of circumstance and
leadership. The circumstances of peasant life were highly fragmented. No wonder
their unity was overly shaped by ideological factors. While the religious vision
articulated by the leadership emphasized the unity cf the people, it could not conceal
*he contradictory aims of the leadership for long. Ite anti-cclonial aims were inter-
twined with its aspirations tc safeguard its internal dominance. lts alternative to
colonial control was its own controi within the context of safeguarding the status quo.
Of course, the nature of the leadership changed as did circumstances. New types of
leaders kept mushrooming from the ranks of peasants, particularly from amongst
those who had had a close colonial encounter, like soldiers. While their influence
could not reverse the fortunes of the movement in the immediate run, it did over the

long run steer the course of resistance in Kigezi into the fold of Uganda — the larger
entity the British had created to satisfy their own appetite.

124 After interview with Archdeacon Pitts and Or. Church, the D.C. leftthe C.M.S. with the duty
to control the Revivalists movement. The D.C. instructed the chiefs that they had tribal
powers to ensure obedience by women to their legal guardians and to control unruly

gatherings. File op.cit.




JEP Book Series

_ Mahmood Mamdani
Series Editors: Franz Kolland and Herwig Palme

Joe Oloka-Onyango

: s ‘ - _ Editors
JEP Book Number 1 - 1
; Sauer, W.; Hadl, G., Wolfsberger, U.: ‘ :
Austria — Africa. An Interdisciolinary Bibliography. (in German) : &
2 Vienna 1993 : : i

5
Uganda

Studies in Living Conditions, i

Popular Movements, and Constitutionalism

LT

The production and distribution of this book was made possible by a grant
from the Austrian Federal Chancellery, Department of Developmient
: Co-operation.

JEﬁ Book Number 2




SE: ¥
i
. §
| 23
: { ¥R1
Published by
Journal fiir Entwicklungspolitik (JEP) Book Series bR | ]
(Austrian Journal of Development Studies) i I:
Weyrgasse 5, A-1030 Vienna, Austria 1:
3o 14k
& H

© JEP and Centre for Basic Research, Kampala, Uganda 1994

- Copy-editors: Herwig Falime and Mukotani Rugyendo

First published 1994

i )

ISBN 3 901 40302 7 paper
Cover design by Volker Plass

Set by Ch. Weismayer, A-1080 Vienna/A-5026 Salzburg, Austria
Printed by Remaprint, A-1160 Vienna, Austria




